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Madrid.—The Spanish govern-
ment has proposed a new univer-
sal child benefit of 200 euros per 
month for every child under 18 to 
combat child poverty and to sup-
port families regardless of income. 

Announced in February 2026, 
this plan aims to cover all families 
legally residing in Spain, but it is 
currently in the legislative proc-
ess, not yet finalised or active. 

The move has been welcomed by 

Spanish families who are hoping 
that it will be approved soon by 
the Spanish parliament. 

 
Key Details of the Proposal: 

●  Target: All families with chil-
dren under 18 (including single-
parent, adoptive, and foster fami-
lies). 
● Amount: €200 per month, per 
child (totalling €2,400 annually). 
●  Eligibility: Universal, meaning 

no income limits, though imple-
mentation details like potential 
phase-ins based on age or income 
are still being developed. 

Current Status: It is part of the 
Sustainable Development Strat-
egy for 2030 but requires approval 
in the national budget and parlia-
ment before taking effect. 

It is important to note that this 
is a newly announced initiative 
(as of early 2026) and not the 

same as previous, restricted €200 
aid packages from 2022-2023 for 
low-income households. 

Critics, however, question 
whether the €19 billion annual 
cost is sustainable without tax in-
creases or spending cuts else-
where. The proposal still requires 
formal approval and secured fund-
ing. Until then, families will need 
to wait for further announce-
ments.

EXTRA CASH

Palma.—The conflict in the 
Middle East has an inevitable 
economic cost. In Mallorca, the 
hauliers were the first to warn 
about rising costs and the con-
sequences for consumers. The 

island’s builders then voiced 
their concerns about the costs 
of materials and about a slow-

down in construction. The dis-
tributors have now added to 
the anxiety.   Bar tolomé 

Ser vera,  president of  the 
Balearic Islands Food and Bev-
erage Distributors Association, 
says European manufacturers 
have sounded a warning about 
rises.
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