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London.—The powerful secretary of Russia's
Security Council said yesterday that West-
ern and Ukrainian government policy was
leading towards the break-up of Ukraine.

The comments from Nikolai Patrushev
amounted to a warning that Russia's war in
Ukraine could lead to a carve-up of the
country, for which Moscow would seek to
pin the blame on its opponents.

In an interview with government newspa-
per Rossiyskaya Gazeta, Patrushev - a key
ally of President Vladimir Putin - said the
United States had for years been trying to
instil hatred for everything Russian in
Ukrainians. “However, history teaches that
hatred can never become a reliable factor in
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national unity,” Patrushev said.

“If anything today unites the peoples liv-
ing in Ukraine, it is only fear of the atroci-
ties of nationalist battalions,” Patrushev
said - a reference to units of Ukraine’s armed
forces that Moscow has branded as Nazis as
part of its stated rationale for invading the
country.

Therefore the result of Western and Kyiv
policy could only be the disintegration of
Ukraine into several states, he was quoted as
saying. His comments, nearly nine weeks
into the war, provided the latest indication
that Moscow - despite saying at the outset
that it had no intention to occupy Ukraine -
is set on breaking up the country.
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Heathrow set for take off

London.—London's Heathrow Airport yes-
terday raisedits 2022 passenger forecast to
52.8 million, representing 65% of pre-pan-
demic levels, driven by demand for leisure
travel, but it expected numbers to drop off
significantly after the summer.
The airport, which reported adjusted core
earnings of 273 million pounds ($348
million) for the first quarter, said it was
not forecasting a return to profit and divi-
dends this year, as cuamulative COVID-19
losses topped 4 billion pounds.

Chief Executive John Holland-Kaye said
there was pent-up demand from Britons

for city breaks and beach holidays, but

the outlook beyond the summer was un-

certain.
“After (the summer) it’s still unclear

what’s going to happen, whether we have

the best case where demand keeps im-
proving and markets open up, or the

worst case where we get another wave of

COVID and restrictions brought in
around the world,” he said in an inter-
view.

Some British airports have seen chaotic

scenes in recent weeks as they struggled
to increase staffing to cope with a recov-

ery in passenger demand. Holland-Kaye
said Heathrow, Britain's busiest airport,
had largely avoided the problems.
“Even though we have been very busy

vast majority of passengers have had a
normal journey through the airport,” he
said. Heathrow was planning to recruit
more than 1,000 new security staff, he
said, and it was assisting airlines, ground
handlers and retailers fill over 12,000 va-
cancies.

The airport is awaiting the aviation regu-
lator's final proposals on what it can

and have had fewer staff than normal, the

charge airlines per passenger for the
2022-2027 period. The regulator has criti-
cised the airport's plan to raise charges by
nearly half. Airlines have also voiced their
opposition.

Holland-Kaye said the regulator should
consider the problems seen at other air-
ports in its assessment.

“They should be confident in allowing us
enough to invest in both operating costs
and capital investment to make sure that
passengers get a good experience,” he
said. “That’s something that’s worth pay-
ing for.”



