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® The
seizure of the
Russian-
owned
superyacht
Tangoin
Palma was
given the
green light by
President Joe — '
Biden. Monday's action marks the first of many
anticipated cases expected by the Justice Department's
"KleptoCapture' task force.

Launched last month, its goal is to put the finances of
Russian oligarchs under strain in a bid to pressure Putin
to cease his war on Ukraine: SEE PAGE 3

SPAIN TO
EXPEL RUSSIAN
DIPLOMATS

© Spain will expel some 25 Russian diplomats and embassy
staff from Madrid, Spanish Foreign Minister Jose Manuel
Albares said yesterday, joining other European Union coun-
triesinitsresponse to alleged war crimes by Russian troops
in Ukraine.

“We have decided to expel Russian diplomats and staff
from the Russian embassy in Spain who representa threat
to the interests and security of our country,” he said after
the weekly cabinet meeting, without ruling out further
measures.

The minister added that the expulsions were also a re-
sponse to “the terrible actions carried out in the past days
in Ukraine especially in Bucha and the ones reported to-
day from Mariupol.” referring to the discovery of mass
graves and civilian killings in the Ukrainian city of Bucha.

“The crimes cannot remain unpunished,” he said.

Italy, Sweden and Denmark had already announced simi-
lar expulsions earlier yesterday.

Albares said his government expected Russia to expel a
similar number of Spanish diplomats in response.

However, he said Spain would not expel the Russian am-
bassador as Madrid wants to keep its own ambassador in
Moscow and leave diplomatic channels open for talks with
Russia to end the war.



