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Madrid—Former  Spanish King Juan Car-
los could face trial in Britain in a harass-
ment case brought against him by his for-
mer lover after the English High Court 
ruled yesterday that he does not have the 
right to sovereign immunity. 
  Danish national Corinna zu Sayn-Witt-
genstein Sayn, who lives in Britain and 
has testified that she was romantically 
involved with the former monarch and 
received financial information and 
documents from him, alleged multiple 
acts of harassment between 2012 and 
2020. 
  “If the case goes further, the Defendant 
will have an opportunity to defend the 
claims made against him and, ulti-
mately, the Court will hear evidence 
and make a decision after a trial,“ the 
ruling read. 
  Juan Carlos's lawyer did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for comment, 
while the Royal Palace declined to com-
ment. The former king has denied the 
allegations previously, as the court ac-
knowledged. 
  “It is right to record, in this judgment, 
that the Defendant denies what he calls 

‘unsubstantiated allegations’ made 
against him by the Claimant and any al-
leged wrongdoing by the Spanish State 
in the strongest terms,“ the ruling read. 
It was not immediately clear if Sayn-
Wittgenstein would seek a trial and if so 

whether it would be a criminal or civil 
action. 
  Spanish and Swiss prosecutors recently 
dropped a series of investigations into 
alleged fraud by Juan Carlos, 84, who 
left Spain for the United Arab Emirates 

in August 2020 under a cloud of scandal 
and has lived there since. 
  The Spanish national prosecutor's of-
fice said Juan Carlos's constitutional im-
munity as a monarch would have pro-
tected him even if they could prove 
wrongdoing in the fraud cases. 
 The formerly revered Juan Carlos, who 
was forced to abdicate in 2014 following 
a series of scandals including his affair 
with Sayn-Wittgenstein, is now seen as 
a liability for his son, King Felipe. 
Despite the immunity in Spain, British 
judge Mr Justice Nicklin found there 
were no grounds for state immunity in 
the harassment case as it had no relation 
to governmental or sovereign activity, 
opening the door to a trial. 
The court ruling said no investigation 
into the harassment claim were carried 
out. 
  “Today’s judgment demonstrates that 
this defendant cannot hide behind posi-
tion, power, or privilege to avoid this 
claim,“ Sayn-Wittgenstein’s lawyer 
Robin Rathmell said in a statement. 
  “This is the first step on the road to jus-
tice.” 
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London.—Western leaders showcased their 
unity against Russia's war in Ukraine  yester-
day, with Washington seeking more military 
aid for Kyiv, NATO assigning more troops to 
its eastern flank and London imposing fresh 
sanctions against Moscow. 
  Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
called on NATO, EU and G7 countries all 
meeting in Brussels on Thursday to help 
Kyiv fight the invasion, which has killed 
thousands and driven a quarter of Ukraine's 
44 million people from their homes. 
“We agreed to strengthen our deterrence 
and defence for the longer-term. We also 
agreed to give further support to Ukraine 
and to continue to impose costs on Russia,” 

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 
said after the leaders gathered at the West-
ern military alliance’s headquarters. 
NATO, which has already massively in-
creased its presence on its eastern borders 
since the start of the war, with some 
40,000 troops spread from the Baltic to the 
Black Sea, agreed on Thursday to set up four 
new combat units in Bulgaria, Romania, 
Hungary and Slovakia. More jets will be de-
ployed, it added. 
 The United States and its allies are also 
working on supporting Ukraine with anti-
ship missiles, a senior U.S. administration 
official said as U.S. President Joe Biden took 
part in the closed-door session.
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