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Spain: we  
will cut 
energy bills

Mad r i d . — T h e  
Spanish govern-
ment will pass 
measures to cut 
energy prices in 
the country if the 
European Union 
leaders do not 
agree on common 
measures in that 
sense, Budget 
Minister Maria Je-
sus Montero said 
yesterday. 

“If no common 
measures are agreed (during the Versailles sum-
mit), the government of Spain will pass its own 
ones,” Montero said in an interview with TV sta-
tion TVE. 

The Russian invasion of Ukraine last month has 
pushed oil and gas prices through the roof all over 
Europe, where prices of electricity are tied to fu-
els’. EU leaders are scheduled to meet in Ver-
sailles near Paris to discuss joint actions on 
Ukraine and energy markets.

Pama.—The luxury super-yacht, Zen, has dropped anchor 
in the Bay of Palma sparking rumours that owner, Chinese 
billionaire, Jack Ma, could be heading to the island for a 
holiday. 

Ma, one of the world’s richest men was on the island last 
year and he has said that he loves Majorca. 

The Zen can accomodate up to 16 guests and has a crew of 
up to 25.

Zen finds peace and quiet 
in the  Bay of Palma!

Russians step down  
●  Two Russian members of the supervisory board 
of Dutch luxury yacht maker Heesen Yachts stepped 
down, the company said, citing “developments of 
the current international situation in Ukraine.”  
Heesen, one of four major luxury yacht makers in 
the Netherlands, is owned by Morcell Ltd. of Cyprus, 
the investment vehicle of billionaire Lukoil presi-
dent Vagit Alekperov.

London.— Eastern Europe braced for a surge 
of refugees from shelled towns and cities in 
Ukraine  yesterday  as fighting following Rus-
sia's invasion intensified and the United Na-
tions said more than 2.3 million people had 
now fled the country.   Ukraine had hoped to 
start evacuating civilians through seven “hu-
manitarian corridors”  yesterday a day after it 
said a children’s hospital was hit in a Russian 
air strike on the southern port city of Mariu-
pol, where thousands are pinned down with-
out access to water, medicine or food. 
But Ukraine's foreign minister said Moscow 

had refused during talks yesterday to guar-
antee humanitarian access to rescue civil-
ians trapped under bombardment. 
Both sides have blamed the other for the 
failure of previous evacuation attempts. 
Russia has dismissed the bombing of the 
hospital as “fake news”. The regional gover-
nor said 17 people were wounded. 
“We’ve only seen the beginning, unfortu-
nately, and I think there will be many mil-
lions more,” European Union Home Affairs 
Commissioner Ylva Johansson told Swedish 
radio.

Europe set for surge in 
refugees from Ukraine
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