
●    Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson offered his “heart-
felt apologies”  yesterday  
for attending a “bring your 
own booze” gathering at his 
official residence during the 
country’s first coronavirus 
lockdown as opponents said 
he must resign. 

Johnson admitted for the 
first time that he had at-
tended the party at 10 
Downing Street on May 20, 

2020, when COVID -19 
rules limited social gather-
ings to a bare minimum, 
and said he understood the 
anger the revelations had 
caused. 

“I know the rage they feel 
with me over the govern-
ment I lead when they 
think that in Downing 
Street itself the rules are 
not being properly followed 
by the people who make 

the rules,” an ashen-faced 
Johnson told parliament. 

Johnson, who won a land-
slide 2019 election victory 
on a promise to secure Brit-
ain’s exit from the Euro-
pean Union, said he regret-
ted his action and had 
thought the gathering was 
a work event - drawing jeers 
from opposition lawmak-
ers. 

“I went into that garden 

just after six on the 20th of 
May 2020 to thank groups 
of staff before going back 
into my office 25 minutes 
later to continue working,” 
he said. “With hindsight, I 
should have sent everyone 
back inside.” 

Opposition Labour Party 
leader Keir Starmer said 
Johnson must now resign 
and that the public thought 
him a liar. 

“The party’s over, prime 
minister,” Starmer told 
him. 

“After months of deceit 
and deception, the pathetic 
spectacle of a man who has 
run out of road. His defence 
that he didn’t realise he was 
at a party is so ridiculous 
that is actually offensive to 
the British public.” 

Anger has grown since ITV 
News reported Johnson and 
partner Carrie mingled 
with about 40 staff in the 
Downing Street garden af-
ter his Principal Private Sec-
retary Martin Reynolds 
sent an email invitation 

asking attendees to “bring 
your own booze”. 

Numerous people, includ-
ing some lawmakers, have 
described how the rules 
kept them from the bed-
sides of dying loved ones 
last May in contrast to the 
events in Downing Street.

T 
 HE latest provisional data for 
November from the College of 
Registrars point to a nation-
wide increase in the sale of 

homes of 23.2% compared to 2020 and 

26.7% compared to 2019. This is based on 
46,140 transactions. In the case of the 
Balearics, there was a rise of 72.4% to 
3,333 transactions. Elsewhere, there 
were increases of 34.4% in Andalusia and 

32.4% in Cantabria. The College says that 
the year started with negative data, but 
that these began to change from March. 
Over the first five months of the second 
half of 2021, the annual increase in sales 

highlighted “positive evolution in the 
real-estate sector”. 

The total number of mortgages 
granted in November 2021 was 47,449, 
23.3% more than in 2020. For mort-
gages for homes, the growth was 23.1% 
(33,926 operations).  

Compared to 2019, it was up 25.4%. 
This also shows a trend of “intense 
growth”, similar to that shown by sales 
and purchases. 

The Canary Islands was the only re-
gion where there was a decrease in the 
signing of mortgages - 1,359, down 17.7%. 
In La Rioja, there were 81.3% more than 
in November 2020; in the Balearics, 
56.4% more.
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BORIS JOHNSON APOLOGISES FOR 
ATTENDING LOCKDOWN PARTY

●   Prince Andrew failed to persuade a U.S. 
judge to dismiss Virginia Giuffre’s lawsuit ac-
cusing the Duke of York of sexually abusing 
her when she was underage, and being traf-
ficked by the late financier Jeffrey Epstein. 

In a decision made public yesterday, U.S. 
District Judge Lewis Kaplan in Manhattan 
said Giuffre, 38, was entitled to pursue claims 
that Andrew battered her and intentionally 
caused her emotional distress. 

The judge said it was premature to consider 
Andrew’s efforts to “cast doubt” on those 
claims, though the 61-year-old prince could 
do so at a trial. 

Kaplan said it was also too soon to decide 
whether Giuffre and Epstein “clearly and un-
ambiguously” intended to release people like 
Andrew through a 2009 settlement agree-
ment resolving Giuffre’s lawsuit against the 
late financier. Lawyers for Andrew and Giuf-
fre did not immediately respond to requests 
for comment. The decision keeps Giuffre’s 
case against Andrew on track for a trial that 
Kaplan has said could begin late this year. 

While the claims have not been proven and 
the prince is not accused of criminal wrong-
doing, his ties to Epstein have damaged his 
reputation and cost him many royal duties.

Prince Andrew must face sex 
abuse accuser’s lawsuit 


