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Covid hits cruise
b 15 people taken off ship as it docks in Palma as virus strikes on board. See 
Full Report Inside Today.

Shop sales get 
underway 
in Palma: Inside

London.—Britain's Ministry of Defence 
yesterday  said that it had begun the de-
ployment of the military to support hos-
pitals experiencing staff shortages and ex-
treme pressures due to record COVID-19 
cases in the country. 
  The government said that 200 Armed 
Forces personnel had been made avail-
able to support the National Health Serv-
ice (NHS) in London for the next three 
weeks.   Britain has seen a surge in coro-
navirus cases due to the Omicron variant, 
and has reported over 150,000 new cases 
each day over the last week. 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson has said 

that England can withstand the surge 
without new restrictions thanks to vacci-
nation and the lower severity of the vari-
ant, but has warned of a challenging few 
weeks, as staffing is disrupted as people 
self-isolate. 
The government has also deployed armed 
forces to assist with COVID-19 testing 
and vaccination programmes. 
“Once again they are stepping up to assist 
NHS workers who are working round the 
clock across the capital, helping the 
health service through this difficult win-
ter period where the need is greatest,” 
health minister Sajid Javid said.

BRITAIN CALLS IN THE MILITARY TO SUPPORT 
HOSPITALS AS CASES CONTINUE TO MOUNT
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