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S ZWAR E
J O Y E R Í APalma.—Daniel Ruiz, professor of mathemat-

ics at the University of the Balearic Islands, is 
forecasting that there will be between 3,000 
and 4,000 cases of coronavirus per day next 
week. Javier Arranz, spokesperson for the re-
gional infectious diseases committee, agrees 
that this is possible, the forecast based on cur-
rent data, which have seen daily numbers 
climb to around 2,000. 
  Arranz believes that many cases are going 
undetected, as people who are asympto-
matic don't know that they have the disease. 

Many people are, however, taking antigen 
tests before meeting up with family and 
friends.  
  Although the Omicron variant is less viru-
lent and the vaccine has contributed to re-
ducing symptoms, the fact that infections 
have multiplied exponentially is translating 
into an increase in pressure on the health 
service, although not in the same propor-
tions as a year ago - it is being felt by primary 
care far more than in hospitals. 
He doesn't expect the full impact of the 

holiday period to be reflected in the data un-
til the second or third week of January. 
Meanwhile, specialist in public health and 
preventive medicine, Joan Carles March, ar-
gues that the rising number of cases “will 
force us to take measures to limit mobility 
and interactions”. He is advocating working 
from home as much as possible and scrap-
ping upcoming celebrations, e.g. the Kings 
parades. He also feels that it would be desir-
able to limit mobility by reintroducing a cur-
few.

Up to 4,000 
daily Covid  
cases forecast 
b Arranz believes that many cases are going undetected, as people 
who are asymptomatic don't know that they have the disease
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Omicron hits 
New Year  
●  The Omicron coronavi-
rus variant dampened New 
Year festivities around 
much of the world, with 
Paris cancelling its fire-
works show, London rele-
gating its to television, and 
New York City scaling 
down its famous ball drop 
celebration in Times 
Square.   The illuminated 
ball made of Waterford 
crystal panels slid down its 
poll at the midnight hour in 
Times Square, but only 
15,000 spectators were al-
lowed into the official 
viewing area instead of h 
the usual 58,000. 
A year ago, the newly 
available vaccine offered 
hope that the COVID-19 
pandemic may be under 
control. 
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