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alarm as Europe rushed to

suspend travel from southern
Africa and stock markets on both sides
of the Atlantic suffered their biggest
falls in more than a year. The World
Health Organisation (WHO) said it

he discovery of a new corona-
= I d virus variant triggered global

was designating the variant, named
omicron, as being “of concern,” ala-
bel only given to four variants to date.
But it could take weeks for scientists
to fully understand the variant's mu-
tations. Health authorities are seeking
to determine if omicron is more trans-
missible or infectious than other vari-

ants and if vaccines are effective
against it. “Bus to a hall to a huge
queue. I can see COVID testers in
bright blue PPE far on the distance.
Still no snacks for the sad babies,”
tweeted New York Times journalist
Stephanie Nolen, a passenger on the
flight from Johannesburg.
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