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MAJOR BLACKOUT 
FEARS IN SPAIN
b Despite government assurances that there will be no supply crunch, a surge in 
electricity prices, partly driven by shortages in Asia and Europe, and a switch in 
pipelines bringing gas from Algeria have fuelled the public’s concerns.

By Corina Pons 

C 
 amping gear 
such as gas 
cookers and lan-
terns are flying 

off the shelves of hard-
ware stores in Spain as 
people fearing energy 
shortages and potential 
blackouts prepare for the 
winter. 

Despite government as-
surances that there will 
be no supply crunch, a 
surge in electricity prices, 
partly driven by short-
ages in Asia and Europe, 
and a switch in pipelines 
bringing gas from Algeria 
have fuelled the public’s 
concerns. 

Shoppers told Reuters 
they were seeking alter-
natives to their grid-
based appliances should 
they either be too costly 
in a supply crisis or stop 

working with a blackout. 
Beatriz Gordillo, 70, a 

concierge in a central Ma-
drid apartment block, 
told Reuters she had al-
ready bought a battery-
powered lamp and can-
dles, and that she was 
considering whether to 
buy a portable butane gas 
cooker too. 

“I live in the basement 
and if the lights go out 

it’s going to be terribly 
cold,” she said. “I’m nerv-
ous, I don’t know what 
I’m going to do. The price 
(of the cooker) is a lot for 
me.” Shoppers also refer-
enced a campaign by the 
Austrian government to 
educate citizens about 
products to keep at home 
in the event of blackouts. 

Hardware stores in Ma-
drid have put oil lamps or 

butane gas heaters in 
their shop fronts - de-
spite the government 
and energy companies 
insisting citizens have 
nothing to fear. “We ab-
solutely guarantee qual-
ity electricity and gas 
supply and that should 
serve to calm people who 
might be worried by ru-
mours,” said Environ-
ment and Energy Minis-

ter Teresa Ribera in a 
public event last week. 

Joan Batalla, the Span-
ish Gas Association´s 
president, told Reuters 
he was aware of anxiety 
around supply but that 
Spain has a more diversi-
fied gas portfolio than 
most European coun-
tries, with supply from 
14 countries. 

However, some Span-
iards are taking no 
chances. “We don’t know 
where it’s coming from, 
but the demand is bru-
tal,”  said Alberto Gon-
zalez, 72, the owner of 
the Ayala hardware store 
in an upmarket Madrid 
neighbourhood as he 
took delivery of a dozen 
portable gas cookers 
from a manufacturer. 

Previously it would 
take Gonzalez eight 

months to sell half a 
dozen portable gas cook-
ers, whereas his most re-
cent delivery sold out in 
an hour and a half, he 
said. 

French sports retailer 
Decathlon told Reuters 
last week it has noticed a 
“generalised”  increase in 
demand for camping 
equipment in Spain, such 
as cookers and camping 
gas. 

Leroy Merlin, one of 
Spain’s largest hardware 
store networks, told 
Reuters that since 25 Oc-
tober the demand for lan-
terns rose 230%. 

Maximino Sordo, 55, 
another hardware store 
owner, said he had fi-
nally shifted the lamps 
and gas cylinders that 
had been gathering dust 
in his store for years.

Spanish fears over power problems. 

b Spain power crisis

b Spain transport crisis

Madrid.—Spain’s truck 
drivers will strike for three 
days in the week leading 
to Christmas, the national 
truck driving association 
said, accusing both the 
government of abandon-

ment and clients of insen-
sitivity and exploitative 
behaviour. 

The strike has been called 
from midnight on Dec. 
19th to midnight on Dec. 
22nd of this year, in a 

move poised to disrupt 
supply chains and goods 
delivery at a time of 
heightened economic ac-
tivity, in the run-up to 
year-end festivities. 

Negotiations over a pack-

age of requests the associa-
tion presented last year - 
including prohibiting driv-
ers from loading and un-
loading merchandise, 
building safe rest areas and 
state support in the face of 

rising fuel prices - did not 
bear fruit. 

“Our clients, in the pre-
sent economic situation... 
profit from the dominance 
afforded to them by cur-
rent regulation around 

road transport contracts, 
which itself is provoking a 
huge lack of professionals 
drivers in the face of de-
grading and inhuman con-
ditions,” the association 
said in a statement. 

Spanish truckers set to strike before Christmas period 

Madrid.—Spanish mobile and broadband op-
erator Telefonica plans to cut between 2,000 
and 4,000 jobs through voluntary redun-
dancy in the first half of 2022, a source with 
knowledge of the matter told Reuters yester-
day. 

The debt-laden company is likely to start ne-
gotiations with unions by the end of Novem-
ber, the source said, with redundancy criteria 
including age and seniority. 

“It’s true that a part of the workforce wants 
these packages. Some people have made their 
calculations and expect to go by a certain age,” 
said Diego Gallart, a spokesman for labour un-
ion UGT, which represents a majority of Te-
lefonica staff. 

Uptake for previous leaving packages has 
been about 65-70% of those eligible, he said. 

“But the destruction of jobs is always bad 
news, especially in the telecoms sector, 
where roles are high-paid and high-value - so 
losing these employees means losing a driver 
of economic activity in the country,” Gallart 
added. 

Telefonica directly employs 16,000 people 
in Spain, with nearly 6,000 further employ-
ees in associated companies covered by the 
latest labour covenant. An additional 5,000 
people work for Telefonica Tech, a unit dedi-
cated to cloud, AI, data and cyber security 
services, which is not included in the cove-
nant.

Phone company cut off
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