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WANTED
Palma.—A nationwide man hunt was 
underway last night for at least 10 North 
Africans who fled 
from Palma airport 
on Friday night after 
their plane landed 
following a medical 
emergency which 
was later revealed to 
be a hoax. 

According to police 
at least two of the 
men have reached 
Barcelona, catching 
a ferry in Palma 
within hours of the 
incident. The police 
know the names and 
passport numbers of 
the missing men after the airline pro-
vided the necessary information. There 

were reports that some may have 
reached Valencia. Red faced officials at 

Palma airport have 
ordered a complete 
investigation into 
the incident while 
radical far-right 
group, Vox, said in 
the Balearic parlia-
ment that the island 
was under siege 
from illegal immi-
grants. 

Twelve other pas-
sengers on the 
flight, including the 
man who claimed 
that he was sick 
which led to the air-

craft landing in Palma, have been sent to 
prison.

b Nationwide man-hunt launched for 
North Africans who fled from aircraft at 
Palma airport on Friday night. Some 
have reached the mainland, according to 
police.

b Police have 
the names, 
passport 
numbers and a 
photograph of 
the missing 
North Africans. 

The plane which landed at Palma airport on Friday night.

“ 
It was the lack of information 
which was concerning,” said a 
British passsenger at Palma air-
port on Friday night who was an 

eye-witness to the unfolding drama of a 
plane landing at the airport as a result of 

an alleged medical emergency which led 
to the escape of an estimated 20 North 
Africans. 

“I was in the 2nd row and you could 
tell from the head of the crew who was 
making announcements that he was 

deeply troubled, possibly only because 
he had to keep control of a plane during 
COVID-19,” she said. 

“One didn’t know if it was some es-
caped Magalluf pranksters having a lark, 
but as the news leaked through the 

situation was actually very serious,” she 
told Bulletin online this morning. 

“Thank goodness the situation was 
eventually sorted out, from what we 
know. All a little too close for com-
fort....”

“It was the lack of information 
which was concerning....”

London.—Health workers in England will 
have to be vaccinated against COVID-19 by 
April 1, health minister Sajid Javid said yes-
terday, making it a mandatory condition of 
employment for those on the frontline of the 
National Health Service (NHS). 

The move sees England follow the likes of 
France, Italy and some U.S. states in ordering 
healthcare workers to get vaccinated. 

“All those working in the NHS and social 
care will have to be vaccinated. We must 
avoid preventable harm and protect patients 

in the NHS, protect colleagues in the NHS 
and of course protect the NHS itself,» Javid 
told parliament. “We intend the enforce-
ment of this condition to start on the 1st of 
April.”  Javid said there would be exemptions 
for compulsory vaccinations for people who 
can’t get vaccinated for medical reasons, and 
for those who don’t have face-to-face contact 
with patients. 

The move follows a similar decision to make 
COVID-19 vaccines compulsory for care 
home workers.  

Health workers in England 
must get COVID vaccine by 
April 1, says minister
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