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Three missing 
from  
boat off 
Cabrera
Y 

ESTERDAY  afternoon fourteen people 
were  rescued from the sea off the Cabrera 
archipelago. Three other people were 
missing. Initially, it was reported that 

there were seventeen bodies. This was changed to 
eleven, then two and last night, none. But there were 

the three missing people. They are all presumed to 
have been on a migrant boat from Algeria.  

The met agency Aemet reported that there were 
waves of two to three metres in the area. 

The initial information came from a sailboat, Rain-
bow, which mistook people in the sea for bodies. This 

boat was  part of the rescue operation, having picked 
up two of the fourteen people.  

A Maritime Safety Agency boat rescued nine others. 
Three more survivors were taken by helicopter to 
Son Sant Joan Airport and then transferred to hospi-
tal.

A 
 river of red-hot lava 
gushing from the Cum-
bre Vieja volcano on 
Spain’s La Palma thick-

ened yesterday, after the north side 
of the crater collapsed the previous 
night causing spectacular explo-
sions, but authorities ruled out fur-
ther evacuations. 

Despite the heightened activity, 
the lava appeared to be following a 
similar trajectory to previous flows 
and avoiding areas that have so far 
been spared, Canary Islands’ re-
gional president Angel Victor Torres 
said. 

“We had to order a few lockdowns 
because of the air quality, but we 
are not planning to evacuate more 

people,” he said in an interview to 
TV  channel TVE yesterday morn-
ing. 

Torres said the volcano had emit-
ted roughly three times the mate-
rial expelled during the island’s last 
major eruption in 1971, in a quarter 
of the time. 

He added that his administration 
planned to buy around 300 houses 
to accommodate those who lost 
their homes and said it was too 
early to tell how great the total 
damage would be. 

“We’re still in the middle of 
this...if the lava keeps springing up 
in the same quantities we saw last 
night, the damage is going to be 
greater,”  Torres said. See  InsideRed hot lava.

Lava flow thickens on La Palma 
after volcanic crater collapses

Spanish Economy minister 
says energy prices issue 
needs  EU response 
● The issue of Europe’s increasingly expensive gas and 
electricity prices must be treated at a European level, 
the Spanish Economy Minister said yesterday, adding 
it was fundamental to ensure the security of the re-
gion’s energy markets. 
 “What we see is an unprecedented spike in energy 
prices (...) This is not an issue we can tackle at a national 
level. We need a European coordinated response”, Na-
dia Calvino told reporters just before the Eurogroup 
meeting in Luxemburg.

Madrid.— A Spanish administrative court has ordered 
tax authorities to reimburse Colombian singer 
Shakira, court officials and lawyers said yesterday, 
while a separate criminal lawsuit she faces over a 14.5 
million euros ($16.8 million) tax dispute continues. 

Shakira’s legal team did not specify how much 
money she would get back, however, or when the de-
cision was made. 

Court officials in Barcelona, where Shakira lives and 
where she faces the criminal tax fraud case, said that 
the administrative court decision was unrelated to 
the criminal lawsuit.

SPANISH COURT LEANS IN 
FAVOUR OF SHAKIRA IN TAX 
CASE, LAWYERS SAY
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