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Spain’s COVID-19 
incidence drops 
below 
‘high risk’ level 
Madrid.—Spain’s coronavirus incidence 
slipped below 150 cases per 100,000 
people - a threshold the Health Minis-
try considers a “high risk”  of contagion 
- for the first time in more than two 
months. 

The indicator, measured over the past 
14 days, fell to around 140 cases from 
150 the previous day, a dramatic change 

from a record 900 cases per 100,000 peo-
ple at the end of January, health minis-
try data showed.  It added 4,763 cases to 
its tally of daily infections on Thursday 
which now stands at 4,903,021 since the 
start of the pandemic. 

The total death toll increased by 71, to 
a total of 85,218.  The occupancy rate at 
intensive care units also slipped to 13.7% 

compared to 14.36% reported on 
Wednesday and 21.98% just a month 
ago. 

With a fifth wave quickly receding and 
the full vaccination rate exceeding 70% 
of the population, central and regional 
authorities have agreed to increase oc-
cupancy in outdoor sports facilities, 
such as soccer stadiums, for September.

Madrid.—Unusually strong winds and high 
late-summer temperatures hindered efforts 
on Friday to tame a wildfire near a popular 
resort in southern Spain that has forced over 
1,000 people out of their homes and killed 
an emergency worker. 

Since erupting on Wednesday evening, 
the blaze has burned through around 3,600 
hectares (8,896 acres) of forest in the 
mountainous Sierra Bermeja above Este-
pona, a Mediterranean resort favoured by 
British tourists and retirees. 

A spokesperson for the regional fire bri-
gade said authorities were planning to bring 
in two more planes and a Kamov helicopter 
to battle the wildfire, bringing the total air-
craft deployed up to 69.

Strong winds, high 
temperatures fuel wildfire 
near Spanish resort
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