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8,000 MILLIONAIRES  
LIVE IN THE 
BALEARICS 

Much of the islands’ wealth comes from tourism. 

b More than 8,000 tax payers in the 
Balearic Islands have assets worth one 
million euros, according to Tax Agency 
figures for 2019.  
b See Full Report Inside. 

Government eases 
restrictions even 
further: See Inside

London.—The restoration 
of Britain’s iconic “Big Ben” 
tower at the Houses of Par-
liament has moved closer 
to completion with the re-
turn of the hands on its fa-
mous clock, now restored 
to their original Prussian 
blue colour. 

The 177-year-old tower 
has been swathed in scaf-
folding since 2017 when 
craftsmen began work to 
refurbish its stonework, re-

glaze the four clock dials, 
and repaint the ironwork. 

T h e  
8 0  
m i l -
l i o n  
pound 
( $ 1 1 1  
m i l -
l i o n )  
resto-
ration project is due to be 
completed next year, when 
the famous 13-tonne Big 

Ben bell, which has been 
largely silenced while the 

work has 
been car-
ried out, 
w i l l  
c h i m e  
again. 

“ W h i l e  
we are all 
l o n g i n g  

for the sound of Big Ben 
marking the time, and for 
the scaffolding to be re-

moved from the tower – I 
think we will all agree at 
the unveiling next year, our 
patience has been worth 
it,” said Lindsay Hoyle, 
Speaker of the House of 
Commons. 

During work on the 96-
metre-tall (315 ft) Eliza-
beth Tower, restorers dis-
covered that the clock 
hands were originally 
painted blue rather than 
black.

BIG BEN TOWER GETS THE BLUES 
AS CLOCK HANDS RETURN Back to school 

costs an 
additional 100 
euros, says 
report: See 
Inside
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