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B 
ritain’s leading em-
ployers are pushing 
the government to 
urgently increase 

funding to retrain workers 
and allow Europeans back 
into key sectors as supply 
chains buckle under the 
weight of COVID-19 and 
Brexit. A shortage of drivers, 
food manufacturing workers 
and hospitality staff has 
forced restaurants to scrap 
some dishes or close for part 
or all of the day, while gaps 
have appeared on supermar-
ket shelves after deliveries 
failed to turn up. 

In the most visible sign of 
the problems, McDonald’s 
pulled milkshakes and bot-
tled drinks from its menu 

and fast food chain Nando’s 
shut around 50 sites last 
week due to staffing short-
ages in its chicken supply 
chain. Now retailers and lo-
gistics groups are warning 
that the problem will get 
worse as they struggle to 
stockpile goods ahead of 
Christmas and operate a nor-
mal service. Tony Danker, 
the head of Britain’s leading 
business group, the Confed-
eration of British Industry, 
said deep structural chal-
lenges existed in Britain. 
Rapidly deploying more gov-
ernment money to help re-
train staff could help. 

“Government needs to take 
a sector view of the chal-
lenges and identify solutions 

that can have an impact 
quickly,”  he said. “That could 
(also) mean being agile in the 
way we use our immigration 
system to bring in fixed-term 
visas for shortage occupa-
tions.” 

Jobs website Indeed said the 
sectors facing the biggest 
shortages of candidates are 
offering the biggest pay in-
creases, something the Bank 
of England is watching as it 
assesses whether longer-
term inflation pressures are 
building in the economy, 
putting pressure on it to raise 
interest rates. 

Between February and July, 
advertised pay grew by 
nearly 7% in construction, 
6% in driving, 5% in manu-

facturing and 4% in food 
compared with a rise of 0.8% 
for all jobs, it said. 

Bosses have said the causes 
are both global and local. A 
worldwide shortage of semi-
conductors has hit sectors 
such as manufacturing badly. 

But Britain’s strict rules on 
self-isolation for people who 
came into contact with 
someone with COVID-19 - 
which were relaxed earlier 
this month - and an exodus 
of European staff due to the 
pandemic and Britain’s de-
parture from the European 
Union have compounded the 
problem.  

 In logistics, new truck driv-
ers have struggled to train 
during the pandemic.

Britain left 
shaking at 
lack of 
European staff 

F 
irefighters in the Spanish 
coastal town of Peniscola 
found the body of a teenager 
early  yesterday  in the wreck-

age of a collapsed building and said 
they were still searching for another 
missing person. 

Peniscola’s mayor Andres Martinez 
told Reuters the boy was around 15 
years old and had been staying in the 
three-story building, which collapsed 
for unknown reasons on Wednesday 
evening in the region of Valencia on 
Spain’s eastern coast. 

Around 140 firefighters and emer-
gency personnel worked through the 
night on the recovery operation and, 
around midnight, rescued a man who 
had been buried in the rubble, the local 
authorities said. 

“He was completely trapped by a slab 
and any wrong manoeuvre would have 
had fatal consequences,” firefighter 
Carlos Verchili said.

Spanish rescuers 
pull body from 
collapsed 
building, one still 
missing

Spain’s Rovi says 
possible Moderna 
vaccine contamination

Madrid.—Spanish pharma company 
Rovi said  yesterday the potential con-
tamination of some doses of the coro-
navirus vaccine which it manufactures 
for Moderna was under investigation 
and appeared limited to some batches 

for Japan.  A spokesperson for the Ma-
drid-listed company, which handles the 
final fill-and-finish stage for customers 
outside of the United States, said pro-
duction had not been halted at its 
plants. 

Court rules 
against Covid 
passports: SEE 
PAGE THREE
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