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GREAT ESCAPE

M 
 ore than 2,200 diplomats and other 
civilians have been evacuated from 
Afghanistan on military flights, a 
Western security official told 

Reuters yesterday, as efforts gathered pace to get 
people out after the Taliban seized the capital. 

The Taliban have said they want peace and will 
not take revenge against old enemies and would 
respect the rights of women  within the frame-
work of Islamic law. But thousands of Afghans, 
many of whom helped U.S.-led foreign forces 
over two decades, are desperate to leave. 

“We are continuing at a very fast momentum, 
logistics show no glitches as of now,” the West-
ern security official said. 

It was unclear when civilian flights would re-
sume, he said. 

The official said those getting out included dip-
lomatic staff, foreign security staff and Afghans 
who worked for embassies. 

He did not give a breakdown of how many Af-
ghans were among the more than 2,200 people 
to leave, nor was it clear if that tally included 
more than 600 Afghan men, women and chil-
dren who flew out on Sunday, crammed into a 
U.S. military C-17 cargo aircraft. 

The Taliban, fighting since their 2001 ouster to 
expel foreign forces, seized Kabul on Sunday af-
ter a lightning offensive as U.S.-led Western 
forces withdrew under a deal that included a 
Taliban promise not to attack them as they leave. 

Britain said it had managed to bring out about 
1,000 people a day while Germany flew 130 peo-
ple out. France said it had moved out 25 of its na-
tionals and 184 Afghans and Australia said 26 
people have arrived on its first flight back from 
Kabul.Afghans crowd onto a U.S. transport plane for passage to safety.

b The Taliban have 
said they want 
peace and will not 
take revenge 
against old enemies.
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