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The Taliban now in control of Afghanistan. 

Britain asks: 
Is America 
back or has 
it turned its 
back?
T 

he humiliation of the lightning 
Taliban takeover in Afghanistan 
after a 20-year war that cost 
hundreds of thousands of lives 

has raised a question for the United 
States’ staunchest European ally: Is 
America really back as President Joe Bi-
den promised? 

Britain fears the Taliban’s return and 
the vacuum left by the West’s chaotic 
withdrawal will allow militants from al 
Qaeda and Islamic State to gain a foot-
hold in Afghanistan, just 20 years after 
the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks on the United 
States. 

British Defence Secretary Ben Wallace 
cast the 2020 Doha withdrawal accord 
struck by U.S. President Donald Trump’s 
administration as a “rotten deal”. 

 Wallace said Biden’s decision to leave 
Afghanistan was a mistake that had en-
abled the Taliban to re-emerge in power. 

Such questioning and such emotion - 
Wallace was on the brink of tears in one 
interview - is rare for Washington’s clos-
est European ally, which has stood by the 
United States in almost every major con-
flict since World War Two apart from 
Vietnam. 

After the tumult of Trump’s presidency, 
Biden has repeatedly promised that 
“America is back”. 

 Some British diplomats are questioning 
not only that assessment but also the im-
plications for long-term national secu-
rity. 

“Is America back or has it turned its 
back?” one British official said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

 “It looks very much as if the Americans 
have gone home in a rather Trumpian 
manner - rushed, chaotic and humiliat-
ing.” 

 
Al Qaeda foothold 

Western security sources fear al Qaeda, 
whose founder Osama bin Laden was 
harboured by the Taliban before 9/11, 
could regain a foothold in Afghanistan 
within months. Such a scenario, they say, 
would threaten both the United King-
dom and the wider West. 

British diplomats compared the scale of 
the West’s humiliation to the 1975 fall of 
Saigon that ended the Vietnam War, or to 
the 1956 Suez Crisis, a strategic blunder 
which confirmed the loss of Britain’s im-
perial power.

Madrid.—- Spanish authori-
ties have evacuated nearly 
1,000 people from their 
homes to protect them from 
a wildfire that has destroyed 
at least 12,000 hectares 
(29,652 acres) of land since 
Saturday, spurred on by a se-
vere heatwave. 

The blaze in Navalacruz, a 
rural area about 120 km (75 
miles) west of Madrid in the 
central region of Castilla y 
Leon, began when a car burst 
into flames on a highway on 

Saturday and forced the 
evacuation of eight villages. 

Regional environment 
chief Juan Carlos Suarez-Qui-
nones said yesterday a com-
bination of strong winds, 
high temperatures and low 
humidity created perfect 
conditions for the fire to 
spread, but firefighters were 
gradually bringing it under 
control. “If there is no change 
in the wind conditions, we 
should be able to stabilise the 
fire today,” he said. Around 

1,000 firefighters, including 
140 emergency military per-
sonnel, have been deployed 
to tame the blaze, as well as 
helicopters and planes, he 
said.  A video uploaded by the 
regional government 
showed columns of black 
smoke rising out of scrubland 
as firefighters attempted to 
stop the flames from advanc-
ing. Two other nearby fires 
have been brought under 
control, authorities said. See  
inside

Spain evacuates nearly 1,000 people 
from path of wildfire 
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