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VACCINATIONS

SLOWING SPREAD
OF COVID-19
CASES IN SPAIN

pain’s vaccine
rollout has be-
gun to slow the
spread of CO-
VID-19 infections and
the country is getting
ready for a booster third
dose, Health Minister
Carolina Darias said on
yesterday. “We are start-

ing to see a slowdown of
the rise (in cases),”
Darias said in an inter-
view with radio station
Onda Cero. Spain had
registered a major
growth in the number of
diagnosed cases per
100,000 people over the
past few weeks. The

number jumped five-fold
between mid-June and
mid-July. The vaccina-
tion rollout has gathered
speed and Spain now has
the third-highest CO-
VID-19 vaccination rate
in the world, with 64% of
its population having

had one or two doses,

setting it behind only
Canada and the United
Kingdom. Darias reaf-
firmed that the target
was for 70% of the popu-
lation to be vaccinated by
late August. “We’ll need
to keep vaccinating until
we reach 100% or be
close toit,” she said.

Balearic government ponders vaccine passports as
cases continue to remain high: See Inside

I was reborn aged 102,“ - Russian WW2 veteran beats COVID-19 after week in ICU

London.— Russian World
War Two veteran Nikolai
Bagayev feels like he has
cheated death twice. This
time though, the enemy
was not the German troops

invading the Soviet Union
but COVID-19.

Bagayev, 102, had 80%
lung damage when he was
admitted to hospitalin the
town of Korolyov near

Moscow with the corona-
virus.

Afterspending more than
a month in hospital, in-
cludingaweekin intensive
care, Bagayev was dis-

charged on Thursday eve-
ning.

“The last time I faced
death was in 1941. Back
then, myright lung wasin-
jured during the battle for

Moscow. But I was rather
young at the time and

managed to recover
promptly,» he told
Reuters.

“This time around, I was

largely supported by doc-
tors despite several in-
stances where I'was on the
verge of losing hope and
courage. I am extremely
thankful to all of them.”



