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GOING HOME
b Hundreds of British holidaymakers dashing back to Britain before 
Monday’s 4a.m. quarantine deadline.

Palma.—Hundreds of British tour-
ists  on the islands are heading back 
to Britain this weekend to try and 
miss Monday’s 4a.m. quarantine 
deadline after the Balearics was 
moved from Green to Amber on 

the UK government´s traffic light 
travel system.  Anyone who has 
not had both vaccinations will 
have to quarantine if  they fail to 
arrive in Britain after Monday’s 
deadline.  Tourist industry sources 

said that most flights back to the 
UK from Palma, Mahon and Ibiza 
were fully booked this weekend. 
However, travel industry sources 
have said that as long as you have 
received both jabs you can con-

tinue  to holiday in the Balearics as 
normal. The majority of the peo-
ple who were heading home this 
weekend are under 30 because 
this is the age group who have not 
received the double jab.

Madrid.—Spain’s two-week coronavirus contagion 
rate rose to 537 cases per 100,000 inhabitants on Fri-
day night, according to health ministry data, as the 
country struggled to cope with a surge in COVID-19 
cases. Tourist magnet Catalonia has been the hardest 
hit, with the 14-day contagion rate rising to 1,160 cases 
per 100,000 people, according to health ministry data.  
In early June, authorities in Spain were breathing a sigh 

of relief at having brought COVID-19 cases down to a 
trickle.  However, by mid-July regions like Catalonia 
had imposed curfews and other restrictions as the na-
tion scrambled to control the outbreak. Epidemiolo-
gists blame a rush to resume international tourism and 
heightened socialising among unvaccinated young-
sters, as the end of the school year coincided with the 
appearance of the now-dominant Delta variant. 

Spain struggles 
to contain 
COVID-19 as 
contagion rate 
rises

London.—Willie Walsh, the head of airline as-
sociation IATA, renewed his criticism of Brit-
ain’s coronavirus rules after it scrapped plans 
to end quarantine rules for vaccinated travel-
lers arriving from France, which had been due 
to go into effect on Monday. 

“The UK has no coherent policy on interna-

tional travel,” Walsh, a former chief executive 
of British Airways’ parent company IAG, told 
Reuters. 

“The UK is entrenching itself as an outlier in 
its confused approach to travel. This, in turn, 
is destroying its own travel sector and the 
thousands of jobs that rely on it,” he added.
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