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Spain tightens COVID 
rules on access to 
Balearic Islands for 
Britons

London.—Germany will attempt to ban British travellers 
from the European Union regardless of whether or not 
they have had a COVID-19 vaccine, The Times reported 
yesterday. 

The German chancellor wants to designate Britain as a 
“country of concern”  because the Delta variant of the co-
ronavirus is so widespread, the newspaper said. 

The plans will be discussed by senior European and na-
tional officials on the EU’s integrated political crisis re-
sponse committee and will be resisted by Greece, Spain, 
Cyprus, Malta and Portugal, the newspaper added. 

German chancellor Angela Merkel is due to meet Brit-
ish Prime Minister Boris Johnson at Chequers next week. 

Britain plans to unveil plans next month to allow fully 
vaccinated people to travel unrestricted to all countries 
except those with the highest COVID-19 risk.

S 
pain will demand a negative COVID-
19 test or proof of vaccination from 
British tourists who want to enter 
Majorca, Ibiza and Minorca, Prime 

Minister Pedro Sanchez said yesteday. 
“What we are going to do is apply to British 

tourists who go to the Balearic Islands the 
same re-
quirements 
we make of 
other Euro-
pean citi-
zens,” San-
chez told 
Cadena SER 
radio. 

“They will 
need a full 
dose of vac-
cine or a 
negative 
PCR,” he added, referring to a type of test for 
the coronavirus. 

The new rules will come into force within 

72 hours, Sanchez said, without specifying a 
day.     The move was needed because of a wor-
rying rise in infections in the United King-
dom, TVE quoted him as saying. Spain had 
previously decided to lift the requirement for 
Britons to present a negative PCR test from 
May 20.  Authorities in Majorca, a popular 

holiday destination for Spaniards and foreign-
ers alike, are investigating a coronavirus out-
break involving more than 600 students.

Germany seeks to 
ban British 
travellers from EU, 
says newspaper 
report 

Calls for better border patrols: See 
PAGE THREE INSIDE TODAY

S 
panish economic 
output rose a re-
cord 18% in the sec-
ond quarter of 2021 

compared with the same pe-
riod in the previous year, 
Prime Minister Pedro San-
chez said yesterday. 

“We have a budding eco-
nomic recovery,” Sanchez 
told Cadena SER radio. 

“In the quarter that is 
about to end, we will have 

gross domestic product 18% 
higher year-on-year com-
pared with the second quar-
ter of the previous year,” he 
said.  The comparison is 
with a period in which 
widespread lockdowns to 
contain the spread of the co-
ronavirus strangled the euro 
zone’s fourth-largest econ-
omy, sending output down 
21.6%. In the last few days, 
the government has been 

saying that quarter-on-quar-
ter growth could be be-
tween 1.6% and 1.7%. The 
second-quarter data will be 
released in late July.  Restric-
tions on movement devas-
tated Spain’s tourism indus-
try, which had accounted 
for around 12% of the econ-
omy before the pandemic, 
and dragged down factory 
activity and private con-
sumption.

Spain’s PM Sanchez says economic 
output rose 18% in second quarter 
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