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GOING...GOING...GONE!
Madrid.—Spain will lift a blanket obliga-
tion to wear masks outdoors from June 26, 
Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez said yester-
day.  Spain’s announcement follows a de-
cision in neighbouring France to end the 
mandatory wearing of masks outdoors as 
infection rates fall, although concerns re-
main over the spread of the Delta variant. 

“This weekend will be the last one with 
masks in outdoor spaces because the next 
weekend we will no longer wear them,” 

Sanchez told an event in Barcelona. He 
said the cabinet will meet on June 24 to 
approve the lifting of the mask-wearing 
rule from June 26. 

Barring a few exceptions such as for ex-
ercising, mask wearing has been a legal re-
quirement indoors and out across most of 
Spain, regardless of social-distancing, 
since last summer  for everybody older 
than six. 

However, with infections dwindling and 

nearly half the population having received 
at least one vaccine dose - including more 
than 90% of people over 50 - some re-
gional authorities have been clamouring 
to ease the rule.  

 The nationwide infection rate as meas-
ured over the preceding 14 days fell to 96.6 
cases per 100,000 people on Thursday, 
down from over 150 cases a month ago, 
while pressure on the health system has 
eased significantly since the beginning of 

the year.   Spain’s 17 regions are largely re-
sponsible for managing healthcare, but 
major policy shifts must be proposed by 
the central government, in a system that 
frequently generates tension between ad-
ministrations. 

 Last week the government was forced to 
backtrack on a plan to gradually reopen 
nightclubs after widespread complaints 
from regional authorities who dismissed it 
as either too strict or too loose. 

b Spain to scrap mandatory outdoor face masks from June 26, says PM Sanchez

Hotter summer: Page 3

Crew of soccer star´s 
yacht repels boarders 
in Majorca: Inside

Follow all breaking news stories online at: www.majorcadailybulletin.es

LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON

Novak Djokovic and 
his son in Santa 
Ponsa: See P24


