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Spain must develop 
Asian market to 
boost tourism, 
aviation sector says
S 

pain needs to establish more 
links with long-haul travel 
destinations and tap into the 
burgeoning Asian market to 

help boost its flagging tourism sector, 
Iberia airline’s chief executive and a 
government official said yesterday. 

“Betting on China will be a game-
changer,” Spain’s Secretary of State for 
Tourism Fernando Valdes told an event 
organised by Spain’s ALA airlines asso-
ciation. 

“It will add millions of tourists to the 
flow of international travellers,” he 
said, adding that Madrid’s Barajas air-
port could feasibly become an interna-
tional hub connecting Asian as well as 
Latin American markets. 

Echoing his sentiment, Iberia’s Chief 
Executive Javier Sanchez-Prieto 
stressed the importance of positioning 
the company in Asian markets with 
higher purchasing power. “Some 2.4 bil-
lion people are going to join the upper 

middle class in Southeast Asia. We don’t 
know how many of them we can trans-
port, but it’s enormous,” he said. 

Hub airports in poorer, southern 
countries are losing out to their rivals in 
richer nations, which know better how 
to appeal to more lucrative customers, 
he added. 

As global vaccination rates have risen 
and restrictions have eased, interna-
tional travel has begun to stage a mod-
est recovery but the industry does not 

expect to reach pre-pandemic passen-
ger volumes until 2023 or 2024. 

Within Europe, Britain’s decision to 
delay its reopening to foreign tourism 
and a lack of safe travel corridors with 
Spain’s main markets are not positive, 
Sanchez-Prieto said. 

Should Britons continue to be absent 
from Spain’s sea-and-sun destinations, 
France would continue to be Spain’s 
new primary market this summer, 
tourism official Valdes noted. 
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London.—Airlines renewed their calls on 
Britain to restart international travel, plead-
ing with the government to allow people 
vaccinated against COVID-19 to travel freely 
with the peak summer season just weeks 
away and as Europe begins to open up. 

British Airways, easyJet and Ryanair said 
Britain’s strict quarantine rules which dis-
courage travel will deepen the industry’s cri-
sis as July and August, the months when it 
makes most of its profits, approach. 

“The UK will get left behind because I do 
see Europe actually moving at a quicker pace 
to open up,” British Airways Chief Executive 
Sean Doyle said at an online conference. 

“We should be acknowledging that vacci-
nated travellers have an inherently lower 
risk when they travel than those who don’t,” 
he said. “It’s crazy not to try and reap that 
dividend.” 

EU countries have agreed to an easing of 
travel restrictions from July 1 that will allow 
fully vaccinated tourists to avoid tests or 
quarantines. The bloc also agreed  yesterday 
to allow non-essential travel from the United 
States. 

All EU countries are currently on Britain’s 
amber list, which means if people visit they 
still have to self-isolate upon their return, 
even if they have been fully vaccinated.

Airlines plead with Britain to ease 
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