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THE HIGH 
COST OF 
THE MASK
Palma.—The Balearic Government  paid  an 
average of 2.14 euros  for each Covid face mask 
it  has  bought over  the  last 15 months. 

In the first months of the pandemic, govern-
ments shelled out huge amounts of money 
for  PPE equipment for health workers on the 
frontline and some media outlets in Spain 

claimed that the Government was paying up 
to eight euros for each mask. 

The Balearic Government was forced to 
regulate the price of  face masks for the pub-
lic, which was set at a maximum price of 0.96 
cents in April, then reduced to 0.72 cents in 
October. 

The Balearic Government has bought surgi-
cal, FFP2 and FFP3 masks. The surgical ones 
proved to be the most popular and the FFP3s 
were the least popular.  

The average prices paid for health and social 
care professionals’ FFP2 and FFP3 masks have 
been 0.85 cents and 0.50 cents respectively.
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Nadal fans rock
T 

here might have 
been only 5,000 
fans present on 
Court Philippe 

Chatrier due to COVID-19 
restrictions but rarely has 
there been such an electri-
fying and raucous atmos-
phere at Roland Garros as 
Novak Djokovic beat Rafael 
Nadal in what will go down 
as one of the most memora-
ble matches contested at 
the French Open. 

With an 11pm curfew 
looming on Friday, a vocal 
crowd chanted ‘we will not 
leave’ as it seemed they 
would be ejected from the 
grounds when the riveting 
Nadal-Djokovic semi-final 
spilled into a fourth set. 

 
Majority 

When the stadium’s PA, 
Marc Maury, started to 
make an announcement, 
the majority of the crowd 
booed loudly to drown out 
his voice as they presumed 
that they were being or-
dered to vacate the court, 
while some spectators 
started to make their way 
towards the exit. 

However, Maury had to 
repeat the announcement 
twice - “in agreement with 
authorities, the match will 
be completed in your pres-
ence” -- and once he had 
made himself heard, the 
jeers turned into screams of 
delight.
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