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Spain to welcome 
visitors from June

S 
pain will welcome visitors 
from June, after a pilot trial of 
digital health certificates at all 
46 Spanish airports in May. 

Spain’s Tourism Minister, Fernando 
Valdes Verelst, detailed the country’s 
plans at the World Travel & Tourism 
Council global summit in Mexico. 

“The European Union digital certifi-
cate is not a magic wand but it does of-

fer people some certainty to organise 
their travel,” he said. 

Delegates in Cancun welcomed news 
that the EU hopes to allow vaccinated 
Americans to visit this summer, but 
Brussels and the UK have yet to agree 
on mutual recognition of vaccine pass-
ports. “The best thing Governments 
can do right is provide for travellers is 
certainty,” said Minister Valdes Verelst, 

who hopes negotiations will lead to re-
ciprocal arrangements so that tourists 
don’t face restrictions when they get 
home. Spain has been planning for vac-
cine certification since February be-
cause tourism is crucial for the coun-
try’s economy. 

“Spain is going to be ready to use a 
digital certificate in June,” he told dele-
gates.

S 
 panish postal workers inter-
cepted a death threat letter 
with two bullets enclosed that 
was mailed to the conservative 

head of the Madrid region, the Interior 
Ministry said late on Tuesday, just days 
after her hard-left rival in an election for 
the regional assembly received a similar 
threat. 

The ministry said the threat against re-
gional chief Isabel Diaz Ayuso was dis-
covered in a mail processing hub in Cata-
lonia. Another letter, also containing 
bullets, was sent to the chief of the 

Guardia Civil police, the ministry’s 
statement said. 

Election frontrunner Ayuso played 
down the threat, telling the 13 TV chan-
nel on Tuesday night: “These things 
must be faced with the importance they 
have: money...”. 

Her reaction contrasted with that of 
her far-left rival Pablo Iglesias who last 
week received a similar letter with four 
bullets and used the incident to boost 
his campaign, clashing with the far-
right party Vox after its representatives 
doubted the letter’s authenticity. 

The death threats have fuelled what 
have already been acrimonious cam-
paigns for the May 4 election to the 136-
seat regional assembly. 

Since she was elected in 2019, Diaz 
Ayuso has been at loggerheads with the 
central government on many issues 
from social policies to the COVID-19 
pandemic response, notably keeping 
bars and shops open to support Madrid’s 
services-heavy economy, while other re-
gions have shut non-essential activities.  

The vote in the region around the capi-
tal, Spain’s wealthiest, is seen as a mid-

term test for Prime Minister Pedro San-
chez’s ruling coalition, which is ex-
pected to fare poorly.  According to most 
polls, Diaz Ayuso’s Popular Party is 
slated to win by a wide margin though 
she would need the support from the 
Vox party to secure an absolute major-
ity. 

The polls suggest Sanchez’s Spanish 
Socialist Workers’ Party could lose half 
of its seats, and the broader left, includ-
ing the two far-left parties, Mas Madrid 
and Unidas Podemos, are unlikely to 
form an absolute majority. 
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