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Spain’s furlough 
scheme to be extended 
beyond May 31, 
minister says
T 

he Spanish government will ex-
tend its ERTE furlough scheme 
for people unable to work due to 
COVID-19 restrictions on busi-

nesses beyond May 31, Labour Minister 
Yolanda Diaz said yesterday. Workers 
from small and medium-sized companies 
have benefited most from the scheme, 

Diaz said in a speech, adding that the gov-
ernment would now negotiate with un-
ions and employers’ representatives over 
the ERTE conditions from June. “We will 
keep doing that from May 31, in a similar 
formula to the current one,” she added, 
without saying for how long. The ERTE 
program was crucial to cushioning work-

ers in sectors such as tourism and trans-
portation, which were particularly hard 
hit by lockdowns and travel restrictions. 

The scheme, which has supported mil-
lions of workers since Spain imposed its 
first lockdown in March 2020, has al-
ready been extended several times. The 
scheme was last extended in late January, 

until May 31. As many as 3.6 million peo-
ple were enrolled in the programme at 
the peak of the pandemic in April last 
year, when almost all Spaniards were 
confined to their homes and most of the 
economy was paralysed.  Data released 
earlier this week showed nearly 750,000 
people were being supported by ERTE.
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Palma.—Bars and restaurants face another 
two weeks of no clients inside and seating 
limits on their terraces as the Balearic govern-
ment shows no sign of easing Covid restric-
tions. 

The move has been slammed by business 
owners saying that many are facing financial 

ruin. The government this week approved a 
plan which will see the bar and restaurant re-
strictions lasting at least another two weeks. 

Under present rules bars and restaurants can 
only use their terraces but with limited ca-
pacity.  

Many have decided to remain closed.

Clients locked out in 
bar and restaurant 
lockdown

Palma—Police in Alcudia have uncovered a scam in 
which squatters “sell” the home they have occupied. 
Earlier this week a couple were arrested after they at-
tacked a fellow squatter for not paying them the 2,000 
euros for the luxury Alcudia mansion they had occu-
pied. The man and wife arrived at the Alcudia home 
and allegedly attacked the “buyer” over his non-pay-
ment. He informed police and the couple were ar-
rested. Police said this morning that the couple had a 
track record of “selling the homes” they had occupied 
to the highest bidder.

Squatters “sell” mansion 
for 2,000 euros
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