
Friday, March 12 2021
1.20€ · Founded 1962 · N.17473 · Passeig de Mallorca 9 A, 

 Palma 07011

Spain to keep using 
AstraZeneca vaccine, 
no blood clot cases 
reported
Madrid.—Spain has not registered 
any cases of blood clots related to 
AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 vaccine 
so far and will continue adminis-
tering the shots, Health Minister 
Carolina Darias said yesterday. 

She said she had been informed 
of cases of blood clots among re-
cently vaccinated people in Aus-
tria, but added that “so far, no 

causal relation between the vac-
cine and the blood clot events has 
been established”, and the Euro-
pean regulator EMA was evaluat-
ing the situation. 

Danish health authorities on 
Thursday temporarily stopped us-
ing the COVID-19 vaccine pro-
duced by AstraZeneca after several 
cases of blood clots.

Madrid.—-Spanish biopharmaceutical group 
Zendal wrote to Spain’s industry minister de-
claring its interest in producing Russia’s Sput-
nik V coronavirus vaccine in the country, an 
industry ministry spokeswoman said yester-
day. 

Spain’s health ministry said earlier on 
Wednesday it was unaware of any contract to 
domestically manufacture Sputnik V after 
Moscow’s RDIF sovereign wealth fund said it 
had struck deals in Spain, Italy, France and 
Germany.  Zendal’s letter to Industry Minis-
ter Reyes Maroto was forwarded to the health 
ministry, the spokeswoman told Reuters.  The 

French industry ministry had said on Tues-
day no company in France had signed such a 
contract, appearing to contradict the head of 
RDIF, which markets the vaccine interna-
tionally and announced the deals earlier in 
the day. 

The Russian Embassy in Madrid tweeted 
late on Tuesday that Spanish company IberAt-
lantic was negotiating a potential deal with 
RDIF and Zendal to produce Sputnik V at the 
latter’s laboratory in the northwestern region 
of Galicia. 

Zendal did not immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment on the letter sent to the 

Industry Minister.  But asked earlier on 
Wednesday about a potential interest on pro-
ducing the Russian vaccine, a Zendal spokes-
woman declined to confirm or deny the talks, 
saying the company had received several pro-
posals regarding vaccines but that they re-
main confidential until negotiations are con-
cluded.  Zendal said last year it would handle 
production in the European Union of the an-
tigen of U.S. firm Novavax’s coronavirus vac-
cine project.  IberAtlantic, an international 
investments advisory company also based in 
Galicia and with business ties with Russia, is 
acting as local partner in Spain.
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EU study finds COVID-19 has already wiped out 6 million jobs
London.—The first wave of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
wiped out some 6 million 
jobs in the European Un-
ion, according to a study re-
leased yesterday, with tem-

porary contractors, young 
and female workers at 
times hit harder than in the 
2008-09 financial crisis. 

The Eurofound study said 
teleworking, short-time 

work schemes and other 
state support helped pro-
tect jobs but also meant 
more people slid into pro-
tracted professional inac-
tivity rather than figuring 

in unemployment statis-
tics. 

There were 5.7 million 
fewer people in employ-
ment in the EU by spring 
2020 than at the end of 

2019, and 6.3 million fewer 
compared with the trend 
growth that could have 
been expected before the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” Eu-
rofound said. 

The Q4 2019 employment 
figure stood at 201 million 
workers, according to Euro-
found, compared to some 
450 million people living in 
the bloc. 

London.—Prince William 
said  yesterday  that Britain’s 
royals were not racist after 
Meghan, wife of his 
younger brother Harry, said 
one unnamed member of 
the family had asked how 
dark their son Archie’s skin 
might be.  The revelation 
emerged during an explo-
sive tell-all interview Harry, 
36, and Meghan, 39, gave to 
Oprah Winfrey which was 

aired on Sunday, plunging 
the British monarchy into 
its biggest crisis since the 
1997 death of Princess Di-
ana, William and Harry’s 
mother.  On a visit to a 
school in east London, Wil-
liam said he had not talked 
to Harry since the interview 
was broadcast just over 
three days ago. “I haven’t 
spoken to him yet but I will 
do,” William, 38, said. Asked 

by a reporter if the royal 
family was racist, William 
said: “We’re very much not 
a racist family.” 

In the two-hour show, 
Meghan also said the royals 
had ignored her pleas for 
help while she felt suicidal, 
while Harry said his father, 
heir-to-the-throne Prince 
Charles, had let him down 
and that he had felt trapped. 
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