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SPAIN’S TOURISM 
MINISTER SAYS 
VACCINE PASSPORT 
COULD START IN MAY

S 
pain’s Tourism minister Reyes 
Maroto said yesterday  that the 
country could start using the 
vaccine passport in May, when 

the international tourism fair FITUR is 
due to take place in Madrid.  “We could 
be in a position to start implementing 
the digital passport (when FITUR starts 

on May 19)”, she told Antena 3 TV sta-
tion.  Faced with a pandemic that has 
killed more than 900,000 people in 
Europe and thrust the continent into 

its deepest recession, EU leaders agreed 
to work on vaccine certificates to kick-
start the tourism industry, which has 
been severely hurt by the pandemic.
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“Freedom of speech is a hill I’m happy to die 
on. Thanks for all the love, and hate. I’m off to 
spend more time with my opinions....”

P 
 iers Morgan, the pugnacious British 
TV presenter who lost his  job over 
his attacks on Prince Harry’s wife 
Meghan, said yesterday he still did 

not believe what she had said during her 
Oprah Winfrey interview. 

Morgan, 55, left ITV’s Good Morning Britain 
on Tuesday after a backlash against his com-
ments on Meghan’s interview with Winfrey, 
in which she revealed she had felt suicidal 
while living as a royal in Britain. 

“On Monday, I said I didn’t believe Meghan 
Markle in her Oprah interview. I’ve had time 
to reflect on this opinion, and I still don’t. If 
you did, OK,” Morgan said in a characteristi-

cally combative Tweet on Wednesday morn-
ing. “Freedom of speech is a hill I’m happy to 
die on. Thanks for all the love, and hate. I’m 
off to spend more time with my opinions,” he 
told his 7.8 million Twitter followers. 

He added a photo of Winston Churchill 
with a quote on free speech.  In an interview 
that has embarrassed Britain’s tradition-
bound monarchy, Meghan, who married 
Prince Harry in 2018, said the royal family 
had rejected her pleas for mental health sup-
port.  The American actress, who is mixed 
race, also said that someone in the royal 
household had raised questions about the col-
our of her unborn son’s skin.

Bulletin online poll.

London.—At one of the world’s busiest air-
ports, immigration officials are uncovering 
fake COVID-19 test results daily by checking 
the required documentation for misplaced 
letters and errant vowels. 

“Normally the way this type of counterfeit 
is spotted is an obvious spelling error,” said 
Lucy Moreton, an official with the Immigra-
tion Services Union (ISU), which represents 
border officials at London’s Heathrow Air-
port. With global vaccination programs still 
in early stages, a “negative”  COVID-19 test 
from a local lab is now often necessary for 
plane travel around the world. But there is no 
standard form, language or encryption tech-
nology for such a certificate. 

“It is almost impossible to tell whether it is 

fake or not except by going through a lengthy 
and almost impossible verification process,” 
said Vinoop Goel, a senior official at the In-
ternational Air Transport Association. 

Fraudulent test results have been found at 
airports in Montreal, Paris and Mexico. 

Moreton’s ISU officers catch a “reasonable 
number”  of fakes each day. But making vari-
ous COVID-related record checks can add up 
to 20 minutes per traveler, raising doubts over 
Heathrow’s ability to handle an expected 
surge in summer traffic. 

Concerns over wait times and public health 
risks posed by an embryonic trade in forged 
results are driving global efforts to produce 
fraud-resistant COVID-19 certificates that 
can be read easily across borders.

Fraud, airport delays spur move for secure 
COVID-19 test document

YOUR FULL FIVE-DAY WEATHER FORECAST: SEE INSIDE


