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Spain approves 
AstraZeneca 
COVID-19 
vaccine for 
18-55 year-olds 
S 

 pain approved AstraZeneca’s coro-
navirus vaccine for use in people 
aged 18 to 55 yesterday, becoming 
the latest country to limit the shot 

to younger people due to a lack of data on its 
use among the elderly. 

Italy also recommends its preferential use 
for adults of 55 and under, while Germany, 
France, Austria and Norway will only admin-
ister the shot to people younger than 65. 

Separately, Madrid confirmed on Friday the 
region’s first case of the Brazilian COVID-19 
variant, while the national health ministry 
said it was not aware of any other cases of 
the highly contagious strain on Spanish ter-
ritory. 

Catalan authorities announced Spain’s sec-
ond known case of the South African variant 

on Wednesday, a day after the government 
restricted air travel with Brazil and South Af-
rica to curb the spread of the virulent new 
strains from those countries. 

A third wave of COVID-19 infections has 
been slowing, with Spain’s 14-day incidence 
rate falling to 751 cases per 100,000 people 
on Friday from 900 cases in late January, but 
officials say the arrival of the new strains 
could drive a resurgence. 

The health ministry recorded 28,565 new 
cases on Friday, bringing the total above 2.94 
million, while the death toll climbed by 584 
to 61,386. 

 
“IT’S VERY CONFUSING” 

In an initial phase aimed at protecting care-
home residents and workers and front-line 

medics, Spain has administered 1.87 million 
doses produced by Pfizer and Moderna. 

It expects a delivery of 1.8 million Astra-
Zeneca doses in February to speed up the 
pace of inoculation and help it hit a target of 
vaccinating 70% of the population by sum-
mer. 

Nearly three quarters of Spaniards are will-
ing to receive a shot as soon as one became 
available, according to a poll by the Centre 
for Sociological Studies (CIS) but some re-
main wary. 

“At the moment I will not get one. I will 
wait a bit,” said 80-year old retired lawyer 
Livigno, out walking in central Madrid. “You 
hear positive and negative comments and 
it’s very confusing. I am not even sure the 
government is clear.”

Mass vaccination for residents of the 
Balearic Islands is on the horizon:  
SEE PAGE THREE INSIDE

A long history on Majorca´s 
roads: SEE PAGES SIX-SEVEN

“Majorcan” name 
Education 
Secretary in U.S. 
● He has a Majorcan name 
and he has been charged 
with overseeing the all im-
portant U.S. education sys-
tem. Miguel Cardona’s 
family tree goes through 
Puerto Rico to Cuba and 
then to Majorca. Cardona’s 
ancestors, of Jewish origin, 
left the island in 1391, to es-
cape persecution.  
But the link with the is-
land doesn’t stop there; his 
father came to the island in 
2018 as he retraced his 
family roots.

YOUR FULL FIVE-DAY WEATHER FORECAST: SEE INSIDE


