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Foreign tourists in 
Spain fell to 
51-year low in 2020
Madrid.— The number of foreign tourists 
who visited Spain in 2020 fell by more 
than 80% to 19 million, a level not seen 
since 1969, official data showed yester-
day, as the coronavirus pandemic devas-
tated one of the country’s most crucial in-
dustries. 

Tourist arrivals fell 85% year-on-year in 

December, after authorities imposed new 
travel restrictions to curb a new increase 
in COVID-19 infections. Tourists spent 
86.1% less in December than in the same 
month a year earlier, INE said. For 2020, 
tourists spent 19.7 billion euros ($23.71 
billion), 78.5% less. 

Spain has been one of the hardest-hit 

countries by the pandemic in Europe. 
While vaccinations are slowly being 

rolled out, it reported 29,604 new cases 
on Tuesday, down from recent highs of 
more than 40,000 and pushing the over-
all tally to 2.85 million. 

Gripped by a third wave of infections, 
the death toll jumped by 724 to 59,805 

people in the biggest one-day rise since 
April. While tourism accounted for 
around 12% of gross domestic product 
(GDP) in 2019, activity plunged in 2020. 

Though there are no official data on how 
much the sector contributed in 2020, 
Funcas analyst Maria Jesus Fernandez 
forecast it was around 4% or 5% of GDP. 

P 
eople-smugglers have 
changed their tactics. They 
are now using “luxury” 
yachts to bring migrants 

from North Africa to the shores of 
Majorca with their illegal cargo 
masquerading as “up-market tour-
ists.” The Guardia Civil arrested a 
33-year-old Algerian man and seized 

his yacht which was moored in Cala 
d´Or. Police sources told the Bulletin 
that the new tactics involve expen-
sive yachts with the migrants pre-
tending to be wealthy tourists who 
arrive at the island’s yacht clubs and 
simply disembark and then disap-
pear. The Guardia Civil have now in-
creased their surveillance with 

more patrols along the coast and at 
yacht clubs.  Scores of people have 
been detained by police after cross-
ing from North Africa in recent 
weeks. Usually, they arrive in basic 
small boats with outboard engines. 
Now, some are using powerful 
launches which would cost many 
thousands of euros to charter. 

New ploy by 
people 
smugglers....now 
they are using top 
of the range yachts

 
   The good news... is  that Majorca will enjoy tempera-

tures of up to 25 degrees Centigrade over the following few 
days. The Met Office is also forecasting fog for tomorrow 
morning. 

The bad news is that temperatures will drop this weekend 
with high winds being forecast yet again. 

The island is enjoying a mixed bag of weather at the mo-
ment with high temperatures and then gale force winds.

Temps to hit winter 
record, fog forecast

London.—With flowers and lights, Britain 
paid tribute  yesterday  to Captain Tom 
Moore, 100, who touched the hearts of mil-
lions by offering a simple message of hope 
and self-sacrifice during the COVID-19 
lockdown. 

Moore, who raised tens of millions of 
pounds for the National Health Service by 
walking up and down his garden, leaning 
on a frame, died on Tuesday in Bedford Hos-
pital after suffering pneumonia and CO-
VID-19. He had been fighting cancer for 5 
years.  Outside his home in Marston More-
taine, 50 miles (80 km) north of London, 
children laid flowers. One message read: 
“Rest in Peace Captain Tom. We love you. 
X.”

Day of mourning
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