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Majorca's
tourism
Industryis
writing off
Easter

Palma.—The tourism in-
dustry in Majorca is not
holding out much hope
for this coming Easter,
the Balearic tourism min-
ister, Jago Negueurela,
having said in early De-
cember that tourism reac-
tivation should occur
from the end of March.
The industry view is
that hopefully this will
prove to be the case, but
end of March (and there-
fore Easter) appears
“somewhat utopian”.
The reality is that there
aren’t expectations until
June. The Majorca Ho-
teliers Federation says
that the current controls
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are going to have tobe en-
dured for some time. Re-
laxing them too early
“would be negative for
the whole of the island’s
tourism industry”.

Safe corridors
Another year like 2020
would be impossible.

The controls and restric-
tions will have to stay in
place at least until June,
which is when the situa-
tionislikely to allow safe
corridors with European
countries.

Francesc Mulet, the
president of the Aviba as-
sociation of travel agents,
stresses that “we won’t

® Another year like 2020
would be impossible.

have an Easter . In order
to have a tourist season,
all the control measures
will have to be applied
during the first quarter of
the year so that we canbe
‘clean’ in May and June.

“What’s at stake is the
future of thousands of
businesses, the Balearic
economy and thousands
of workers.”

The president of the res-
taurants association with
the Confederation of
Balearic Business Associa-
tions, Alfonso Robledo, is
clear that preserving the
economy is key.

“From here on, avoiding
an increase in infections

is an objective for the
government, businesses
and the people of the
Balearics.”

June target

June has therefore be-
come the target for the
start of the season, and
tour operators in the UK
and Germany are confi-
dent that vaccination
programmes will turn
the current situation
around.

In Majorca, the tourism
industry considers that
reducing the number of
infections will be key to
promoting the island as a
safe destination.
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©® Ashadbeen forecast by Ae-
met, there were some Snow
flurries in the Tramuntana
Mountains on New Year’s
Day.

The falls, down to around
800 metres, were light, al-
though ayellow alert forrain
and storms was in place for
the Tramuntana and the
north and northeast of Ma-
jorca between 12.00 and
19.59.

Hail fell in parts of the
north of the island.
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With little ado, a
divided UK casts
off into the

Brexit unknown

® The United Kingdom be-
gantheNew Yearoutsidethe
European Union’s orbit yes-
terday after ending a tem-
pestuous 48-year liaison
with the European project,
itsmost significant geopoliti-
cal shift since the loss of em-
pire.

Brexit took effect in sub-
stance on Thursday at the
strike of midnight in Brus-
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2020.

“This is an amazing mo-
mentforthiscountry,” Prime
Minister Boris Johnson, 56,
said in his New Year’s Eve
message. “We have our free-
dominourhandsanditisup
toustomake the most ofit.”

For five years, the frenzied
gyrations of the Brexit crisis
dominated European affairs,
buffeted the sterling markets
and tarnished the United
Kingdom’sreputationasare-
liable pillar of Western stabil-

ity.

WE BUY AND SELL

DIAMONDS  ROLEX, CARTIER, ETC.
SAPTHIRES ANTIQUES

Free valuations,
no commission, we give
you the best price.

Sell nothing without
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Avd. Jaime 111, 29 by, Palma.

Opening hours:
Monday to Thursday from
9.30am to 2pm & 4 by 7.30pm.
Friday: 9.30am to Zpm.



