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Call for nationwide 
terrace smoking ban 
to prevent virus 
transmission
b  Various organisations are calling on 
the national ministry of health and 
regional governments to ban smoking 

on bar and restaurant terraces in order 
to prevent the transmission of 
coronavirus. See Inside.

The municipal police have called in the cavalry af-
ter police increased security in local schools fol-
lowing a failed abduction of an eight year old boy 
at a school in Palma last week. 
Police said this morning that it was part of their 
on-going security operation but the mounted of-
ficers caused a sensation. Teachers and parents 
welcomed the move.

Police 
send in  
cavalry

London.—Spain’s medicines agency authorised the launch 
of late-stage trials of Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 vac-
cine  yesterday  as the race to develop successful vaccines 
intensifies.  The Phase III trial of the two-dose vaccination 
will be carried out in nine hospitals throughout Spain on 
volunteers both with and without previous health condi-
tions, the AEMPS agency said in a statement. 

J&J started mid-stage phase II trials in Spain and other 
countries in September and launched a late-stage trial in 
Britain on Monday. 

The Phase III trials will be carried out on 30,000 volun-
teers in nine countries. 

The two-dose study will run in parallel with a trials of a 
single shot regimen involving 60,000 participants which 
was launched in September.

Spain authorises Phase III trial 
of Johnson & Johnson COVID-
19 vaccine

T 
he former leader of Britain’s La-
bour Party, Jeremy Corbyn, will 
not be restored as a Labour Mem-
ber of Parliament (MP) after he 

undermined efforts to tackle anti-Se-
mitism, the current Labour leader Keir 
Starmer said yesterday. The decision is 
likely to deepen divisions in the main 
opposition party, some of whom remain 
fiercely loyal to Corbyn, 71, who led the 
party for nearly five years and re-ener-
gised left-wing supporters by pursuing a 
staunchly socialist agenda. Corbyn was 
re-admitted to the party on Tuesday af-
ter being suspended for comments seen 

to be downplaying a report critical of La-
bour’s handling of anti-Semitism com-
plaints under his leadership. However, 
Starmer refused to re-admit him to the 
Parliamentary Labour Party, meaning he 
would not officially represent Labour in 
parliament and would continue to be 
classed as an “independent” MP.  Jeremy 
Corbyn’s actions in response to the 
EHRC (Equality and Human Rights 
Commission) report undermined and 
set back our work in restoring trust and 
confidence in the Labour Party’s ability 
to tackle antisemitism,” Starmer 
tweeted.

Labour’s ex-leader kept out of parliamentary 
ranks over anti-Semitism row

YOUR FULL FIVE-DAY WEATHER FORECAST: SEE INSIDE


