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Spain to get first
Pfizer vaccines
in early 2021,
Health Minister

says

pain would get the first
vaccines against COVID-
19 developed by U.S. phar-
maceuticals Pfizer and its
partner BioNTech in early 2021,
Health Minister Salvador Illa said
yesterday. The country would ini-
tially get 20 million vaccine doses,
enough to immunize 10 million

people, Illa said in an interview
with state broadcaster TVE. The
vaccination would be free for eve-
ryone, Illa added. Enough people
would be vaccinated by April-May,
so that the fight against the pan-
demic in Spain would move to an-
other stage, Illa added. The Spanish
government will act to convince

the substantial portion of the
population who is wary of the vac-
cine. “We will tell the truth, which
is that vaccines save lives,” Illa said.

News on Monday that a vaccine
from Pfizer and BioNTech was
more than 90% effective sparked a
wave of optimism around the
world.

Norwegian Air could grind
to a halt early 2021

orwegian Air’s
cash crisis
could force the
debt-laden
budget airline to halt op-
erations early next year,
the company warned as it
issued another plea for
rescue funding after re-
porting quarterly results
yesterday

The rapid expansion of
the pioneer in low-fare
transatlantic flights has
left it with heavy debts,
with its problems com-
pounded by the COVID-
19 pandemic.

It is now serving do-
mestic routes only, with
six of its 140 aircraft fly-
ing.

“Norwegian is depend-
ent on additional work-
ing capital in order to
continue operating
through the first quarter
0f2021 and beyond,” the
carrier said.

The company held cash
and cash equivalents of
3.4 billion crowns ($376
million) at the end of
September, down from
4.98 billion crowns three
months earlier.

Norway’s government
on Monday rejected a
plea for more state sup-
port for the airline, the
shares of which have lost
99% of their value since
January, saying it would
be too risky.



