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THE 9.5 BILLION 
GAP IN THE 
LOCAL ECONOMY
V 

isitor spending plummeted 
by more than 9.5 billion 
euros in the Balearic Islands 
between January and August 

this year because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

In August tourist spending was almost 
531 million, compared to 2,797 million 
at the same tie last year, according to 

the latest data from the National Statis-
tics Institute. 

In the first eight months of the year, 
tourist spending amounted to 1,586 
million euros, compared to 11,087 mil-
lion in 2019, which is a drop of 85.7% 
year-on-year and the worst figures in 
history. 

In August, 453,794 foreign visitors ar-

rived in the Islands which is 80% less 
than 2019 and a decrease of 134,637 
compared to July. The month-on-
month fall was due to the restrictions 
imposed on travellers from Spain arriv-
ing in the UK and Germany. The tour-
ism season ended in mid-August this 
year, just a month and a half after it 
started. 

From January to August, less than 1.5 
foreign visitors travelled to the Balearic 
Islands, a fall of 85.44% compared to 
2019.  

The amount of International tourists 
who visited the Balearics in the first 
eight months of this year was the same 
as the number of people who usually 
arrive in just one month.

THE CAPITAL IN LOCKDOWN

 Some 4.8 million Madrid residents are barred from leaving 
the area from last night making it the first European capi-
tal back into lockdown due to surging coronavirus cases. 
Restaurants and bars in the Spanish capital and nine satel-
lite towns shut early and slashed  capacity by half in what 
has again become Europe’s worst infection hotspot. 

FULL SAIL 
AHEAD FOR 
BOAT SHOW 
(virtually!): P3

Are Majorca´s 
Calendar Girls 
about to make a 
comeback? Inside

Our weekly gardening 
page with Dorothy 
Loeffler: Page 14

INSIDE: Junior Bulletin and our new section for your pets


