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YOUR FULL FIVE-DAY WEATHER FORECAST: PAGE 12

LONDON.  Ryanair slashed its 
annual passenger target by 
another 10 million yester-
day, becoming the latest 
European airline to signal 
more capacity cuts as resur-
gent COVID-19 infections 
and travel restrictions dent 
recovery hopes. 

“The winter of 2020 will 
be a write-off,” Ryanair 
Group Chief Executive Mi-
chael O’Leary predicted in 
an interview. Europe’s big-
gest low-cost carrier is pre-
paring to close some bases 
and shrink others, he told 
Reuters. Airlines have 
blamed an uneven patch-
work of travel restrictions 
and quarantine rules across 
Europe for a stop-go recov-
ery that has proven tougher 
than many expected. Ry-
anair’s low-cost rival easy-
Jet, already cutting 4,500 

jobs and closing three UK 
bases, further reduced its 
flying schedule for the cur-
rent quarter on Tuesday. 

And Wizz Air, which had 
touted an aggressive push 
for market share and even a 
new London Gatwick base, 
last week scaled down op-
erations for the current 
quarter to 60% of capacity 
from the previously ex-
pected 80%. 

Overall, September short-
haul schedules have been 
cut to 43% of European ca-
pacity from 47.6% in 
August, Barclays analyst 
Rishika Savjani said - and 
that only tells part of the 
story. “We think demand is 
tracking below these levels, 
and therefore we’d expect 
weaker load factors and 
weaker pricing for the quar-
ter,” Savjani said.

23,000 PEOPLE TO BE 
ISOLATED IN PALMA
b Four areas will be subject to isolation 
measures as from 10pm tomorrow. 
The four are Can Capes, La Soledat 
Nord, Son Gotleu and half of Son Canals.

Ryanair steels for 
winter ‘write-off’ 
as travel gloom 
deepens

ROYAL YACHT SALE

HELPING TO SAVE ANIMALS 
THROUGH THE PANDEMIC: 
SEE PAGE 6

b The Spanish royal family is apparently cutting costs 
further and now the fast launch used by the royals, the 
Somni, has been put up for sale according to Vanitatis. 
The royal household is said to have cancelled its contract 
and the vessel is on the market for 295,000 euros.

b The measures are being applied to 
these areas because of the high 
incidence rates of coronavirus. 

SEE PAGE 4

COVID-19  CASES CONFIRMED ON 
BOARD QATARI ROYAL YACHT NOW IN 
QUARANTINE IN PALMA YACHT CLUB: 

SEE PAGE  5


