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Balearic health 
minister warning of 
“more restrictions”

Fears of a new lockdown in the Balearics.

b The Balearic health minister, 
Patricia Gómez, said yesterday  that 
more restrictions could be approved 
because the health service is being 
stretched by the rise in the number 
of coronavirus infections.  
b The health service is “prepared”, 
but this may not be enough, as she 
anticipated an increase in the 
number of hospital admissions and 
of fatalities. See Page Three.

Madrid.—Spanish Equal-
ity Minister Irene Mon-
tero has asked regions to 
order the closure of broth-
els in a bid to prevent new 
coronavirus outbreaks, a 
week after the govern-
ment shut most nightlife 
establishments and im-
posed various other re-

strictions. The ministry 
has sent a letter asking “re-
gions to specifically act on 
places where prostitution 
is exercised, like brothels”, 
she told radio station RNE. 

Brothels operate in a le-
gal grey area in Spain, 
which makes regulating 
their activities tricky, a 

ministry spokesman said. 
Prostitution is tolerated 

in Spain while sexual ex-
ploitation and pimping are 
illegal. Many brothels op-
erate in the country as ho-
tels or other lodging estab-
lishments. 

Montero said the same 
rules that apply to night-

clubs should be imposed 
on brothels, while her 
ministry was working on 
regulation to protect peo-
ple from sexual exploita-
tion.  She did not specify 
whether she was consider-
ing an outright ban on 
prostitution, as some peo-
ple advocate, or to regulate 

the activity and give legal 
protection to sex workers. 

With more than 377,000 
total cases and nearly 
29,000 deaths, Spain is 
grappling with one of 
Europe’s most severe coro-
navirus epidemics, 
marked by a recent new 
increase in infections. 

Nightlife venues and in-
formal parties have been 
linked to several clusters 
of infection since Spain 
emerged from a strict lock-
down at the end of June. 

At least one cluster had 
been linked to prostitu-
tion, according to the 
equality ministry. 

Spain seeks to shut brothels 

TEACHERS PONDER 
INDUSTRIAL ACTION 
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