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London.—TUI UK  yesterday  said it had 
cancelled holidays to the Balearics and 
Canary Islands until August 4 after Brit-
ain advised against all non-essential 
travel to the islands due to its assess-
ment of COVID-19 risks in Spain. 

The UK guidance, issued on Monday, 
brought advice in line with travel ad-
vice to mainland Spain. On Saturday 

Britain said all travellers from Spain 
would be subject to a 14-day quarantine 
due to a spike in new coronavirus cases 
there.  TUI UK has cancelled all holidays 
to mainland Spain until August 10, but 
criticised the blanket British policy for 
the whole of Spain when the outbreaks 
have been focussed regionally.   

“We... call upon the UK Government 

to work closely with the travel indus-
try and remove the ‘blunt tool’ ap-
proach to quarantine and consider the 
rapid introduction of regional Travel 
Corridors,” said Andrew Flintham, 
Managing Director of TUI UK and Ire-
land. 

“The level of uncertainty and confu-
sion created this week is damaging for 

business and customer confidence in 
travel.” 

He added that customer feedback sug-
gested people still wanted to travel on 
summer holidays, and the company had 
added seven new flights to destinations 
in Greece and Turkey to meet demand 
from those whose holidays had been 
cancelled.
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eathrow Airport, once Europe’s 
busiest airport, called on Britain 
to urgently back a passenger test-
ing regime, warning that without 

one, the country’s strict quarantine rules 
will stop travel, stall the economy and lead 
to more job losses. 

Heathrow said that to avoid losing a game 
of global “quarantine roulette”, the govern-
ment should change its rules to cut quaran-
tine from 14 days to around eight days for 
passengers who take two tests over the 
course of a week. The worst public health 
crisis since the 1918 influenza outbreak has 

wrought economic turmoil across the world 
and just as the travel industry restarted 
there are now fears of a second wave of 
shutdowns after Britain hastily imposed a 
quarantine on travellers from Spain. 

“The UK needs a passenger testing regime 
and fast,” Heathrow CEO John Holland-
Kaye said. “Without it, Britain is just play-
ing a game of quarantine roulette.” 

The cost of having a coronavirus test at the 
airport would be about 150 pounds ($195) 
per person and the passenger would be ex-
pected to pay, Holland-Kaye told Reuters 
yesterday.
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