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Spanish antibody 
study shows 5% of 
population exposed to 
coronavirus

Spain still recovering from coronavirus.

b The study, which tested nearly 
70,000 people across Spain three times 
over the past three months, found the 
virus’ prevalence had not altered 
significantly since preliminary results 
were published in May.
Madrid.—Results from the final stage of 
a nationwide antibody study show some 
5.2% of Spain’s population has been ex-
posed to the new coronavirus, health of-
ficials said , confirming findings from ear-
lier stages. 

The study, which tested nearly 70,000 

people across Spain three times over the 
past three months, found the virus’ 
prevalence had not altered significantly 
since preliminary results were published 
in May. It also suggested that immunity 
to the virus can be short-lived, with 14% 
of participants who tested positive for an-

tibodies in the first stage subsequently 
testing negative in the last stage. 

“Immunity can be incomplete, it can be 
transitory, it can last for just a short time 
and then disappear,” said Dr Raquel Yotti, 
director of Spain’s Carlos III Health Insti-
tute, which co-led the study.  The loss of 

immunity was most common among 
people who never developed symptoms. 
Speaking at a news conference, she ap-
pealed to Spaniards to remain prudent, 
particularly those who had recovered 
from the virus and considered them-
selves immune.

Palma.—Montuïri registered a magni-
tude 2.2 earthquake on Sunday after-
noon, according to the National Geo-
graphic Institute’s website.  The tremor 
apparently happened at 19.33 on Sunday, 
but Montuïri Local Police say they didn’t 
feel a thing in the Municipality and there 
were no reports from residents.  Officers 
said they only found out that there had 
been an earthquake when they received 
a 112 call to notify them it had happened.

Majorcan town hit 
by small 
earthquake, but 
residents unaware

London.—China’s ambassador to 
London accused Britain  yesterday  
of gross interference and making 
irresponsible remarks over Bei-
jing’s imposition of new security 
legislation in Hong Kong that he 
said could damage future Chinese 
investment. 

Britain has described the security 
law as a “clear and serious” viola-
tion of the 1984 Joint Declaration 
under which it handed back its col-
ony to China 13 years later and said 
that London would offer around 3 
million residents a path to British 
citizenship.

China slams Britain over Hong Kong

T 
he coronavirus outbreak has high-
lighted serious weaknesses in 
Spain’s social security system and a 
failure to address the plight of the 

poorest people, a UN expert said. 
“Spain’s social protection net was utterly 

inadequate before COVID-19, but the pan-
demic has since exposed just how deeply it 
is failing people,” Philip Alston, the former 
United Nations Special Rapporteur on ex-
treme poverty and human rights, said in a 
report on a fact-finding mission he made to 
Spain this year.  Alston said millions of 
Spaniards who were unable to work had to 
struggle through delays, glitches and other 

difficulties to access government support 
during the lockdown. Alston, whose man-
date ended in April, praised the government 
for adopting a national minimum income 
scheme in May, calling it an ambitious and 
impressive achievement, but said it was just 
the first of many urgently needed measures. 

Spain launched its minimum income pro-
gramme - worth between 462 euros ($514) 
and 1,015 euros a month depending on fam-
ily size - in the hope of reaching some 2.3 
million people. Alston spent a week travel-
ling around Spain in late January and early 
February, visiting dozens of communities 
and associations.

COVID-19 exposed deep flaws in 
Spain’s anti-poverty system -UN expert
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