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b  Britain will end 
coronavirus quarantines 
for people arriving in 
England from more than 
50 countries, including 
Germany, France, Spain 
and Italy - but not the 
United States - the British 
government said 
yesterday. 

The move, effective July 
10, clears the way for 
millions of British 
tourists to take summer 
holidays without 
worrying about being 
quarantined when they 
return. Those arriving 
from higher risk countries 
will still have to self-

quarantine for 14 days 
under a rule which has 
angered airlines and 
travel companies. 
Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson’s government 
had debated for days how 
to ease the quarantine 
rules.  
b  See Inside.

London.—Travel insurance policies 
will adapt to include provisions 
that allow travel overseas to se-
lected countries under newly re-

laxed quarantine rules, British 
transport minister Grant Shapps 
said yesterday.  “I think what we 
will find from discussions with the 

travel industry and insurers is that 
the insurance market will adjust to 
put provisions in for those coun-
tries,” he told Times Radio. 

British minister expects travel 
insurance policies to adapt to 
coronavirus rules

P 
rime Minister Boris Johnson said 
yesterday  he was more optimis-
tic than European officials that 
a post-Brexit trading deal could 

be struck but said Britain could leave the 
bloc without a comprehensive agree-
ment if needed. 

Johnson said he was a bit more optimis-
tic than EU negotiator Michel Barnier, 
who said this week that serious diver-
gences remained and Britain needed to 
respect the EU’s position. Johnson said if 
no deal was struck then an “Australia-
style”  arrangement would be a “very 

good option”. Britain left the world’s 
largest trading bloc on Jan. 31 but re-
mains a member in all but name until 
year end. There has thus far been little 
progress on designing a new trading rela-
tionship. 

Both sides had hoped this week’s nego-
tiations would reboot the process but 
again little progress was made and a one-
on-one meeting between the chief nego-
tiators was called off. 

Asked by LBC Radio if the government 
was being disrespectful of EU rules, 
Johnson replied: “No, not remotely”.

Johnson says more optimistic 
than Barnier on post-Brexit deal

YOUR FULL FIVE-DAY WEATHER FORECAST: SEE INSIDE


