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More personnel 
needed for port and 
airport health controls 
Palma.—Mar Faraco, president of the 
association which represents employ-
ees of Spain’s exterior health service, 
insists that there needs to be reinforce-
ment of personnel for health controls 
of tourists who will be arriving at 
Balearic ports and airports.  
  Yesterday, she said that the 150 doc-
tors who are currently available are in-
sufficient to cover all the ports and air-
ports. She noted that in Ibiza, the work 
is in fact being carried out by National 
Police and the regional government, as 
Sanidad Exterior, the branch of the na-
tional ministry of health responsible 
for external health security, doesn’t 
have its own unit on the island. 

The doctors will be seeking to control 
the importing of coronavirus cases, 
but Faraco referred to the “peculiari-

ties” of both the Balearics and the Ca-
naries because of the large numbers of 
tourists.  

Asked about the use of PCR testing 
for tourists arriving in the Balearics, 
she indicated that organisation for this 
would be “very complex”.  

The important thing is that people 
who arrive are from countries with 
similar epidemiological situations to 
that in the Balearics.  

For other specific countries, “I would 
ask for a test at both the point of origin 
and at the destination”.  

Testing all tourists would be “imprac-
tical”, while it isn’t a panacea, as it does 
not ensure that contagion has not oc-
curred or may occur later. Control and 
a quick response in the case of conta-
gion are vital. Passengers arriving at Palma airport,
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 pain will decide this week 
which visitors from outside 
Europe can enter as it welcomes 
back travellers from neighbour-

ing nations in an effort to revive a tour-
ism industry hammered by the coronavi-
rus lockdown, a minister said. 

Borders between European Union (EU) 
nations have reopened, prompting thou-
sands of French to cross into Spain on 
Sunday seeking cheap tobacco and alco-
hol. Spain is the world’s second most-vis-
ited nation, with roughly one in five of its 
normally 80 million annual visitors com-
ing from Britain. See Inside.

Spain to decide this week 
which non-European 
tourists can visit

Palma.—Balearic tourism minister Iago 
Negueruela is stressing that health protec-
tion is the priority for the tourism season and 
that certain “offers and activities will con-
tinue to be clamped down on” because they 
are not beneficial to health control. 

Negueruela was reacting on Monday to calls 
for protests in Sant Antoni, Ibiza. Busi-
nesspeople and employees in Sant Antoni’s 
West End are angered at the government’s de-
cision to prohibit the opening of nightlife 
premises, citing both health controls and the 
tourism of excesses decree. The minister said 

that the government’s position was “clear” 
and that closure in tourist zones identified by 
the decree will be maintained. Expressing his 
“respect” for the organisers of the protest, 
Negueruela insisted that “at this stage, no one 
can be surprised by the government’s deci-
sions to combat certain types of promotion”. 
“This season is special, and it requires special 
demands.”  Businesspeople in the Balearics, 
he added, have made a clear commitment to 
“quality and tourism excellence”. Opening 
for economic reasons “is important”, but the 
key to this is “doing it safely”.

Certain tourist offers and activities 
will be “clamped down on”
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