
London .—With Britons 
still  unsure if they can 
travel to holiday in Europe 
this summer, its restau-
rants, hotels and bars are 
increasingly anxious about 
losing their business. 

As major European coun-
tries began lifting the shut-
ters on businesses closed 
by coronavirus lockdowns, 
Britain this week imposed 
a two-week quarantine for 
international arrivals 
which many fear will scup-
per foreign holiday plans. 

“If the quarantine is not 

lifted it will be a disaster 
for us. We really need the 
British people to come 
back,” Cecile Guevel, co-
owner of the Brit Hotel du 
Commerce in central Berg-
erac in France, said of the 
move. 

Guevel said she hoped 
some French tourists 
would opt for the region 
but she was not optimistic, 
as most holiday on the 
coast. 

“The Dordogne is about 
castles and culture, wine 
and canoeing on the river, 

not beaches,” she said. 
From the Algarve in Por-

tugal to Ayia Napa in Cy-
prus, empty beaches await 
any British holidaymakers, 
who Eurostat data shows 
are normally among the 
biggest spenders in Europe, 
after tourists from Ger-
many and France. 

Spain’s Benidorm, which 
is a traditional hotspot for 
British sunseekers, is pre-
paring for a year of transi-
tion. 

“Benidorm is like Picca-
dilly Beach,” Tony Mayor, 

head of the hoteliers asso-
ciation at the Spanish re 
sort, said of its long associa-
tion between British holi-
daymakers. 

“ They are much loved 
and ver y loyal,” Mayor 
added. 

Meanwhile, British gov-
ernment ministers have 
said they are looking at 
whether travel corridors 
could allow Britons to go 
on holiday in destinations 
with a low coronavirus in-
fection rate, an idea which 
does not yet appear to have 

gained traction. In Italy, 
where hotels expect a 
slump in British arrivals, a 
spokesman for the ho-
teliers association said Brit-
ons would be “welcomed 
with open arms”. 

A pent-up desire to escape 
lockdown for a guaranteed 
sunshine-filled beach stay 
means airlines are seeing a 
spike in interest among 
Britons for overseas holi-
days from July onwards. 

Ryanair plans to have 
around 40% of its normal 
flying capacity in July and 

August, and has reported 
solid demand for outbound 
flights. The budget airline 
is offering flexible tickets 
in case of problems flying 
over the summer. 

However, IATA Director 
General Alexandre de Ju-
niac said an increase in 
British bookings despite 
the quarantine demon-
strated confidence that it 
would prove short-lived. 

“Passengers are expecting 
this relaxation to happen 
because it can’t last too 
long,” de Juniac said.
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YOUR FULL FIVE-DAY WEATHER FORECAST: SEE PAGE  10

● Real Mallorca yesterday 
unveiled its stadium’s new 
name  - Visit Mallorca Estadi 
-  which is to help promote 
the island. 

The President and Co-
owner of RCD Mallorca, 
Andy Kholberg, has struck 
an agreement to promote 
Majorca overseas to help re-
vive tourism and yesterday 
club bosses were joined rep-
resentatives from Palma 
City Council,  the Council of 
Majorca, Fundació 365,  key 
tour operators  and the Ma-
jorcan Hotel Federation 
which are all part of the do-
mestic and international 
promotional drive. The ini-
tial agreement runs until 
June next year.

While Real Mallorca players continued training ahead of  Saturday 
night’s home clash against Barcelona, club bosses and local 
authorities gathered to launch a new tourist camaign.

EUROPEAN 
TOURIST HOTSPOTS 
HOPE TO LURE 
BRITONS DESPITE 
QUARANTINE


