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Madeleine McCann is 
assumed dead, German 
prosecutor says
M 

 adeleine McCann, the British girl who 
disappeared in Portugal in 2007 aged 
just three, is assumed to be dead and 
an imprisoned German child abuser is 

the murder suspect, a German prosecutor said yes-
terday.  McCann vanished from her bedroom on 
May 3 during a family vacation in the Algarve 
while her parents were dining with friends nearby 
in the resort of Praia da Luz. 

Her disappearance sparked an international 
search, with missing posters of the little girl’s face 
papered across the world and celebrity appeals for 
information that could help track her down and 
bring her abductors to justice. 

“We assume that the girl is dead,”   Braunschweig 
state prosecutor Hans Christian Wolters said. «The 
public prosecutor’s office in Braunschweig is inves-
tigating a 43-year-old German national on suspi-
cion of murder.” 

No body has ever been found. 
But the German statements that the young girl 

was assumed dead were the most authoritative 
thus far on her fate. Family and supporters had al-
ways held out the hope that she might still be alive 
somewhere. 

German police said on Wednesday that while the 
exact sequence of events was still a subject of in-
vestigation, the suspect may have had a sexual mo-

tive but it is also possible that he had made a spon-
taneous decision to abduct McCann during a break-
in of the apartment where she was sleeping. 

They are treating the case as suspected murder, 
though British police said the case remains a miss-
ing person inquiry. 

McCann’s parents said they wanted to find peace 
but that the German suspect was potentially very 
significant. 

“All we have ever wanted is to find her, uncover 
the truth and bring those responsible to justice,” 
her parents, Kate and Gerry, said in a statement is-
sued before the German prosecutor spoke. 

“We will never give up hope of finding Madeleine 
alive but whatever the outcome may be, we need 
to know as we need to find peace.” 

 
DRUGS AND BURGLARY 

Prosecutor Wolters said the suspect is a sex of-
fender with multiple convictions, including for 
sexual abuse of children. 

The suspect, who was not publicly named, lived 
in the Algarve between 1995 and 2007 and worked 
in the catering industry, burgled hotels and holiday 
flats as well as trading drugs, German police said. 
He is currently in detention over a different mat-
ter. 

British and German police appealed for informa-

tion about the man - who lived in 
Braunschweig, northern Germany, before 
moving abroad - and released photographs of 
vehicles - a Volkswagen camper van and a Jag-
uar - which he used at the time. 

Police said they wanted to speak to a thus-
far unidentified second person who spoke 
with the German suspect from a Portuguese 
phone number on May 3, 2007 at the time of 
McCann’s disappearance.

b Queues for food banks have 
swollen in Spain as the coronavirus 
crisis has left hundreds of 
thousands of people teetering on 
the edge of poverty. See Inside,
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F 
our of the five men serving 15-year 
jail terms for gang-raping a teen-
ager at a Spanish bull-running festi-
val in 2016 have been handed addi-

tional prison sentences in a separate sexual-
assault case, a court in Cordoba said  yester-
day. One of the men was sentenced to four 
years and six months, while the other three 
were sentenced to two years and 10 months 
for sexual assault and breach of privacy that 
occurred a couple of months before the rape 
during the San Fermin festival. 

The first “Wolf Pack” case, referring to the 
name the group of men called themselves, 
gained notoriety amid the global #MeToo 

movement, triggering mass protests and 
calls for changes to Spain’s rape law. 

Evidence of the second sexual assault was 
discovered during the investigation of the 
San Fermin case in the northern city of 
Pamplona. Investigators found a video on 
the cellphone of one of the accused in 
which a woman appeared unconscious 
while men were abusing her inside a car af-
ter a night of partying in Torrecampo, in 
southern Spain.  The court handed down the 
sentences “taking into account personal cir-
cumstances of the defendants, who after 
this committed a more serious crime with a 
very important public relevance”.

Jailed ‘Wolf Pack’ members sentenced 
for another sex crime in Spain
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