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PALMA. The UK and Spanish govern-
ments are understood to be discussing 
the opening of specific air routes that 
would allow UK tourists to return home 
without the need to then quarantine for 
fourteen days.  

Majorca-based tourism and travel 
magazine Preferente refers to a Madrid 
spokesperson saying that there are ne-

gotiations with London and adds that 
the Foreign Office has confirmed that 
these negotiations are taking place.  

Discussions along similar lines be-
tween the UK and Portuguese govern-
ments are taking place. The UK’s Travel 
Weekly notes that these discussions are 
at an initial phase but that the Portu-
guese foreign ministry is neither deny-

ing nor confirming that there are spe-
cific talks about air corridors (or air 
bridges). From other sources, however, 
the UK Foreign Office is reported as hav-
ing confirmed that there are talks.  

The quarantine on travellers entering 
the UK is scheduled to start on 8 June. 
The Spanish government has indicated 
that foreign tourism will restart on 1 

July, although the Balearic government 
continues to press for “test” foreign 
tourist flights and stays in the second 
half of June. These tests would almost 
certainly be confined to air routes with 
Germany. Meanwhile, Jet2 has an-
nounced that it will resume flights from 
1 July, having previously decided to sus-
pend operations until at least 17 June.

UK AND SPAIN IN AIR 
CORRIDOR TALKS
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PALMA’S MOST FAMOUS 
SUPERYACHT  
IS UP FOR SALE

SPAIN SEES 750 
BLN EURO EU 
CORONAVIRUS 
FUND PLAN AS 
GOOD BASIS FOR 
TALKS

SPAIN MOURNS

b The King and Queen of Spain led the nation at midday 
yesterday at the start of 10 days of mourning for more 
than 27,000 dead from the coronavirus crisis: see inside

MADRID. The Spanish gov-
ernment said  yesterday the 
European Union’s proposal 
for a 750 billion euro  coro-
navirus recovery fund 
would serve as a good basis 
for further negotiations. 

In a statement, it wel-
comed the proposal as re-
sponding to “many of 
Spain’s demands”. Reuters 
earlier reported Spain 
would receive 140 billion 
euros from the fund, of 
which 77 billion would be 
grants and 63 billion loans. 

The aim is also to protect 
the European Union’s single 
market of 450 million peo-
ple from being splintered by 
divergent economic growth 

and wealth levels as the 27-
nation bloc emerges from 
its deepest-ever recession, 
which is expected this year. 

Of the 750 billion euros, 
two-thirds would be in 
grants financed by joint bor-
rowing and one-third in 
loans. 

The grants, although con-
troversial, are needed be-
cause Italy, Spain, Greece, 
France and Portugal already 
have high debt and are heav-
ily reliant on tourism that 
was brought to a halt the 
pandemic. They will find it 
more difficult than more 
frugal northern nations to 
restart their economies 
through borrowing.

RYANAIR SAYS HOLIDAY BOOKINGS SURGE, 
SEES BRITAIN DROPPING QUARANTINE
London.—Ryanair  expects Britain to join 
European nations in dropping COVID-19 quar-
antine plans in the coming weeks, Chief Ex-
ecutive Michael O’Leary said yesterday, re-

porting a “big surge” in holiday bookings from 
the country. Booking are strong for  Croatia, 
France, Greece, Portugal and Spain, he added. 

SEE INSIDE


