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SPAIN 
URGES 
TOURISTS 
BACK 
FROM JULY

b  Spain urged 
foreign 
holidaymakers  
yesterday to return 
from July as one of 
Europe’s strictest 
lockdowns eased, 
though tourism 
businesses were 
sceptical about 
salvaging the 
summer season. 
The world’s 
second-most 
visited nation 
closed its doors and 
beaches in March to 
handle the COVID-

19 pandemic, 
imposing a two-
week quarantine 
on overseas 
visitors. But that 
requirement will be 
lifted from July 1, a 
government 
statement said. 
“The worst is 
behind us,” Foreign 
Minister Arancha 
Gonzalez Laya 
tweeted with 
emojis of a bikini, 
sunglasses and a 
suitcase. 
b  See Inside.

b Beaches 
re-opened 
yesterday as Spain 
continued to ease 
the lockdown 
measures. 

YOUR FULL FIVE DAY WEATHER FORECAST: SEE INSIDE

B 
ritish Prime Minister Boris John-
son’s closest aide defied calls to 
quit  yesterday  over accusations 
that he flouted a coronavirus lock-

down by driving 250 miles from London to 
northern England. 

In a statement 
which he read to me-
dia in the Rose Garden 
of Johnson’s 10 Down-
ing Street office, Do-
minic Cummings said 
he believed he had 
acted reasonably and 
had not violated the 
lockdown rules. 

“I did what I thought was the right thing 
to do,”  Cummings said in response to re-
porters’ questions after delivering the state-

ment, which he issued in an open neck 
shirt. “I think...I behaved reasonably”. 

Johnson had defended Cummings on Sun-
day, saying the advisor acted “responsibly 
and legally and with integrity” when he 

travelled 400 km (25 
miles) in March from 
London to County 
Durham in northern 
England with his son 
and wife, who had 
symptoms of COVID-
19, to be with rela-
tives. 

Cummings, who fell 
ill himself after the long drive, explained 
that he had wanted to ensure his four-year-
old son could be properly cared for if he fell 
ill.  At the time, strict lockdown rules were 
in place and Johnson’s intervention back-
fired, with a growing chorus of critics ques-
tioning his own judgment. 

Some lawmakers, bishops, scientists, doc-
tors and police officers said Cummings’ ap-
parent disregard for the rules imposed on 
everyone else had undermined efforts to 
control the coronavirus outbreak.

British PM’s adviser defies calls to quit 
over accusations of flouting lockdown


