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N his weekly address, Prime Min-
ister Sánchez yesterday said that 
the reproduction rate of coronavi-
rus was 0.2% and that this has 

been achieved through the “force of will 
and discipline”.  

“The great wave of the pandemic has 
been overcome. We are one step away 
from victory but we must remember 
that the virus is still lurking and that it is 
vital not to relax.” 

Alluding to the political opposition to 
extending the state of alarm, the prime 
minister wished to highlight the consti-
tutional nature of the state of alarm. “It 
allows a limitation on mobility and it has 
been effective.” There are the data which 
show this.  “The state of alarm has bene-
fited all the regions of the country and it 
is above politics. It is a matter of public 
health, as without it there is nothing 
else.” 

 “Spain has done what it needed to.” 

To specifics, and the prime minister 
stated that there will be a tourism sea-
son. He encouraged the Spanish people 
to plan their holidays from late June and 
also encouraged hotels and other estab-
lishments to reopen. Foreign tourism 
will resume in July, he added, noting 
that there will be security measures in 
destinations and at points of origin. 

“Spain needs tourism, and tourism 
needs security at origin and security at 
destination, so we will guarantee that 
tourists will not run any risk or bring 
risks to our country.” 

Using the informal ‘you’, Sánchez 
spoke directly to foreign tourists - 
“Spain awaits you.” For the Spanish 
people, they will be able to “take advan-

tage of the wonders” that the country’s 
tourism has to offer. And professional 
football will be able to restart from 8 
June. Returning to the impact of the 
pandemic, the prime minister an-
nounced that a ten-day period of official 
mourning for the victims of coronavirus 
will start on Tuesday. This will be the 
longest ever period of mourning in 
Spain’s history.
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Staff at El Corte Ingles prepare for the 
re-opening on Monday,

T 
housands of cars honking horns 
and flying Spanish flags out of 
their windows drove in procession 
through Madrid  and across Spain  

yesterday as part of a nationwide anti-gov-

ernment protest called by the far-right Vox 
party.  Protesters called for Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez and Deputy Prime Minister 
Pablo Iglesias to resign over their handling 
of the coronavirus crisis

Far-right protests erupt in Spain against 
government’s handling of coronavirus
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