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S 
pain started imposing a quarantine 
on incoming overseas travellers yes-
terday  and added new restrictions to 
international traffic to prevent the 

spread of the coronavirus as the country’s 
daily death toll drops. From yesterday, people 
arriving from abroad must spend two weeks 
self-quarantined at home. Additionally, the 
authorities extended existing restrictions to 
entry into Spain until June 15 and limited the 

access to five airports and eight sea ports. 
The few dozen passengers coming from 

abroad in the different Spanish airports were 
tested for fever and received a sheet of paper 
with instructions they must follow. 

“We cannot leave our homes for 14 days, 
only to go to the doctor or supermarket, that 
we keep the security distance, always wear the 
mask when we go out, and that’s about it.” said 
Rosalie Gallego, a passenger who landed yes-

terday  in Madrid on a flight from Havana. 
The new restrictions imposed on travellers 

come as the numbers of new fatalities was 
down to 138  yesterday from more than 200 
the day before. The daily number has been 
steadily falling since reaching 950 in early 
April. Authorities have said the strict lock-
down imposed in the country and the travel 
restrictions from abroad have contributed to 
curbing the contagion.

Spain quarantines overseas 
travellers as coronavirus 
death toll pace slows

C 
ars will be ban-
ished from 
miles of streets 
in central Lon-

don to encourage more 
walking and cycling and 
help public transport 
cope with social distanc-
ing restrictions, the 
city’s mayor said yester-
day. 

Sadiq Khan said the 
plan, which covers major 
cross-town routes, would 
transform parts of cen-
tral London into one of 
the largest car-free zones 
in any capital city. 

“COVID-19 poses the 
biggest challenge to Lon-
don’s public transport 
network in TfL’s (Trans-
port for London) his-
tory,” he said. 

“It will take a monu-
mental effort from all 
Londoners to maintain 
safe social distancing on 
public transport as lock-
down restrictions are 
gradually eased.” 

Passenger numbers on 
London’s Underground 
network have fallen by 
95% since Britain went 
into lockdown in March, 
while the number of bus 
journeys has fallen by 
85%. 

Earlier yesterday, the 
transport operator said it 
had secured 1.6 billion 
pounds ($2 billion) in 
government funding to 
cover a shortfall in reve-
nue until October. 

TfL has said the require-
ment to maintain a two-
metre distance from 
other people will mean 
buses and the tube will 
only be able to carry 13-
15% of the normal num-
ber of passengers even 
when full services had 
been restored.

London streets 
to go car-free to 
encourage 
walking and 
cycling

S 
pain plans to avoid using cheap 
European Union bailout funds in 
all but a worst-case scenario in its 
fight against the coronavirus pan-

demic, joining Italy in deeming it a politi-
cally unpopular option, sources told 
Reuters. The EU is offering up to 240 billion 
euros in special credit from its rescue fund, 
the European Stability Mechanism (ESM), 
to help states deal with the economic fall-
out from the virus, offering zero interest 
rates and few conditions to its member 
states. Italy and Spain have been among the 

hardest hit.   The virus has killed nearly 
60,000 people in Italy and Spain and each 
country is forecast by the EU to suffer eco-
nomic contractions of more than 9% this 
year.  Though cheaper than current market 
interest rates, ESM credit comes with the 
stigma of resorting to a rescue fund, said 
four sources familiar with Spanish govern-
ment plans. 

Accessing the fund could even create con-
cerns among private investors in Spanish 
debt, given the ESM would rank above 
them as a creditor, they added.

Spain plans to side-step EU 
bailout fund: sources
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