
●Spain’s left-wing coalition gov-
ernment averted throwing the 
country into a political crisis on 
top of the enormous challenge it 
already faces from a devastating 
coronavirus outbreak that has 
claimed more than 25,000 lives 
and severely damaged its economy 
yesterday. 

Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez  
appeared before Spain’s parlia-
ment  to receive its endorsement 
for a fourth two-week extension 
to a state of emergency that he de-
clared on March 14 when Spain’s 
decentralized health care system 
had lost control of the COVID-19 
outbreak.  

The lockdown has succeeded in 
reducing the contagion rate from 
over 20% at the height of the crisis 
to under 1%. 

“We have won a partial victory 
against the virus thanks to the sac-
rifice of all,” Sánchez said.  

“No one gets everything right in 
such an unprecedented situation 
but lifting the state of emergency 
now would be a complete error.” 

Sánchez said that the state of 
emergency must stay in place to 
ensure that the country makes a 
coordinated and cautious return to 
a “new normalcy,” but he lost 
some key support from opposition 
parties who said he is abusing his 
extraordinary powers. 

To compensate losing the back-
ing of the leading opposition party 
and angering Catalonia’s separa-

tists, the government had to strike 
last-minute deals with the centre-
right  Ciudadanos  par ty and 
Basque regionalists to guarantee 
the parliamentary endorsement. 

The state of emergency is set to 
expire on Saturday. The extension 
will take it through May 24. The 
government argued the extension 
is critical to apply its complex roll-
back plan for the lockdown, which 
will vary by province as they pre-
pare for a possible second wave. 

The debate  in the Madrid-based 
Congress  was limited in atten-
dance to a few dozen members to 
limit risk of contagion. 

The leading opposition party, the 
Partido Popular, which had sup-
ported the government until now, 
has said it would  abstain while ac-
cusing Sánchez of violating citi-
zens’ constitutional rights by con-
tinuing to restrict free movement. 

“Our constitution establishes 
that the state of emergency can-
not suspend any basic rights, but 
you have breached that limit re-
peatedly,” PP leader Pablo Casado 
said.  

“The state of emergency made 
sense at the start of the pandemic, 
but it cannot go on indefinitely.” 

An important separatist party 
from northeast Catalonia went  
further, voting “No” and aligned 
itself with two other smaller Cata-
lan separatist parties and their al-
ter egos on the political spectrum: 
Spain’s ultra-nationalist, far-right 

Vox party, the third largest in the 
chamber. The Catalan separatists 
are demanding  that the govern-
ment give back control of the 
health care system to the regions. 

Vox blamed the government for 
the deaths from the virus. 

“Maintaining the state of emer-
gency won’t save lives or jobs. 
What will save lives is a change of 
government,” said Vox leader San-
tiago Abascal, adding that he will 
consider leading a no-confidence 
vote soon. 

Sánchez was forced to call early 
elections last year when the Cata-
lan separatists and parties of the 

right killed his attempt to pass a 
national budget. An inconclusive 
result to that April 2019 ballot led 
to another election in November 
and the eventual forging of a coa-
lition of Sánchez’s Socialists and 
the anti-austerity Podemos  party.  

It took power in January just as 
the virus appears to have begun its 
spread in southern Europe. 

Spain hasn’t seen any public pro-
tests against the lockdown like in 
the United States.  

Overall, Spaniards have obeyed 
the strict stay-at-home rules that 
have only recently been loosened. 

Full coverage inside.
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● A total of 19  municipali-
ties in the Balearics do not 
have any active coronavirus 
according to the Ministry of 
Health. 

Felanitx, Capdepera, 
Alaior, Llubí, Sencelles, Ses 
Salines, Lloseta, Maria de la 
Salut, Ariany, Búger, Santa 
Eugènia, Banyalbufar, Es 
Migjorn Gran, Petra, Deià, 
Escorca, Estellencs, Fer-
reries and Fornalutx are 
completely free of the dis-
ease but 13 of the Munici-
palities did have Covid-19 
cases in the past. 

The 6 Municipalities that 
have never, ever had a case 
of coronavirus confirmed 
by laboratory tests are Pe-
tra, Deià, Escorca, Estel-
lencs, Fornalutx and Fer-
reries. 

The Serra de Tramuntana 
area is one of the least af-
fected by the coronavirus 
pandemic, although in gen-
eral, these Municipalities 
have few inhabitants, espe-
cially at this time of year be-
cause many of the homes 
are owned by foreigners or 
are tourist rentals.

Virus-free 
Balearic 
councils

Spain to extend 
virus lockdown

b “No one gets everything right in such an unprecedented situation but lifting 
the state of emergency now would be a complete error.” 

The Spanish Prime Minister was given a hard time yesterday.

Palma.— In March 2019, the Balearics at-
tracted 365,813 foreign tourists. 

 In March this year, the number was down 
to 116,018, a figure lower than was registered 
for both November and December 2019.  

This decrease of 68.3% was virtually 
matched by the decline in foreign tourist 
spending - this was down 69.8% to 107 mil-
lion euros, compared with 355 million euros 
in March 2019.  

Of the foreign tourists in March, 59% were 
from Germany and 11.5% from the UK.  

Average spending per tourist was 925 euros, 
a fall of 4.8%, with average daily spending 
having dropped 3.8% to 159 euros.  

Tourist spending in the Balearics equated to 
4.8% of the national total. Over the first quar-

ter of this year, there was a 41% drop in for-
eign tourism to 405,470 visitors.  

This decrease in the Balearics was greater 
than the national average, which was 25.6%. 
Tourist spending fell by the same percentage 
to 389 million euros. 

 The number of international visitors to 
Spain plunged 64.3% in March from the same 
month a year ago as hotels and apartments 
emptied of guests due to the coronavirus pan-
demic. 

Spain, which had recorded seven consecu-
tive years of record tourist arrivals and ranks 
as the world’s second most popular holiday 
destination, received just 2 million visitors in 
March, the National Statistics Office said yes-
terday.

BALEARICS FOREIGN TOURISM FELL 
ALMOST 70% IN MARCH


