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YOUR FULL FIVE DAY WEATHER FORECAST: SEE INSIDE

Spanish nurses file complaint
against PM, health minister

Madrid—The General Nurs-
ing Council, or CGE, has
filed a complaint with the
Supreme Court against the
Spanish Prime Minister, Pe-
dro Sanchez, and the
Health Minister, Salvador
Illa, for a crime against the
safety of workers in critical
health due to coronavirus.

The CGE said in a state-
ment yesterday that the
complaint is in addition to
different criminal proceed-

ings filed by several
Autonomous Councils and
Provincial Schools of Nurs-
ing throughout Spain
against the management of
the different provincial and
Autonomous Health
Authorities. Their judicial
action originated from an
agreement adopted weeks
ago by the Executive Com-
mission of the General
Council of Nursing, be-
cause of the lack of safety

equipment for Healthcare
Professionals which re-
sultedin wave of infections
and deaths. “We are nurses
and the only thing that mo-
tivation us is the health of
all Healthcare Profession-
als, the safety of our pa-
tients and of citizens in
general, who are above ide-
ologies or political parties,”
said CGE President, Floren-
tino Pérez Raya in a state-
ment.

ritish ambassador to Spain, Hugh Elliott,

says that British tourists will return to Spain

after a “rather short” period of caution and

fear because of the pandemic. Speaking yes-
terday, he said that “one thing which will not change
is that people will continue to take holidays, and the
preferred place for British tourists is Spain”.

“There are normally 18 to 19 million a year, and I
hope that we will return to these numbers as soon as
possible. But it will not be in the coming months.”

The ambassador referred to the “very broad and deep
relationship” between Britain and Spain, one that will
return to normal. “We have a strong bilateral relation-
ship. This is not just for tourism but also investment
and trade. The UK was the largest investor in Spain in
the first half of last year, and Spain is a very important
investor in the UK.

“What we don’t know is how long the crisis is going
to last or precisely the conditions by which we are go-
ing to be able to exit this phase of the pandemic, for
which the priority is health and then the protection
of the economy.”

Tourist and traveller mistrust, he observed, is not
particularly with Spain for having been one of the
countries most affected by the pandemic. “Many
countries are affected. There is an understanding that
this is an unprecedented situation, so of course there
is fear. This is normal; it is only human that there
should be concern.

“But Spain is a great country. It has fantastic health
services. Its professionals are doing a job that is an in-
credible credit to the country. I haven’t the slightest
doubt that - not because of Spain but because of the
fear of travelling - the situation will normalise. There
may be a period of caution, as this is normal, but I be-
lieve that it will be rather short.”
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Speaking on behalf of British residents in Spain, the
ambassador wished to say “thank you” for the care
that they are receiving in Spain. “The health services
are doing an incredible job. Unfortunately, we do have
- and this is inevitable - Britons who are sick. There
have been some deaths among the community, but
the efforts of the health services and of all the serv-
ices around them have been fantastic. The first thing
that British citizens say is that they are very grateful.

“Tam also very grateful, as ambassador, for the col-
laboration we have had with the Spanish authorities
in managing the return to the UK of all tourists.”
There were, he notes, some 200,000 British tourists in
Spain who needed to return and, despite the emer-
gency, were able to.

“There are of course people in difficult situations,
and there are some complaints, but above all there has
been gratitude.”

Referring to the handling of the pandemic, the am-
bassador said that the responses of the Spanish and
UK governments have been similar. “We are at differ-
ent phases, but what [ observe is a very similar reac-

The British ambassador to Spain, Hugh Elliott. tion in terms of both health and economic measures.”




