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World’s first 
Internet funeral 
takes place 
in Majorca
M 

ajorca has experienced a 
unique first yesterday 
when it hosted the world’s 
first live Internet funeral. 

The strict ordinances imposed in the 
Balearics to manage the COVID-19 pan-
demic have radically affected the tradi-
tional format of funerals in this popular 
holiday island. The normal ceremony 
has been restricted to just 15 minutes 
with ten or fewer attendees. 

Glynis German – a trained funeral 
celebrant - both organised and con-

ducted the on-line ceremony with EFM 
Tanatorio Crematorio II at the Bon So-
sec crematorium. 

“It’s important that family get the clo-
sure with a positive goodbye and we ac-
complished that by using modern tech-
nology thus enabling even wider par-
ticipation by friends and relatives than 
usual.” In the past, given only seven 
days’ notice for the funeral, it would 
have been impossible to get to the live 
event. Over the Internet, virtual family 
members as far afield as the UK and the 

USA were able to participate.  Staff at 
the Bon Sosec crematorium facilitated 
the ceremony with their customary so-
lemnity and efficiency to an empty 
hall, as they don’t yet have the neces-
sary technology.  The deceased’s family 
and friends joined the ceremony on-line 
from across the world.   

“Zoom technology allowed me to offi-
ciate the ceremony from my home, 
knowing that staff at the crematorium 
would advise me the moment they be-

gan the cremation so that the mourners 
and I would be synchronised at home, 
everyone online for the ceremony” ex-
plained German.  The family of the de-
ceased agreed that the ceremony was a 
beautiful experience and carried all the 
respect and solemnity usually accorded 
to the bereaved family on these occa-
sions. A mourner who joined the cere-
mony on-line from the UK said; “What 
a lovely service, and much nicer than 
being at the crematorium.”

Palma.—Javier Arranz, the spokesperson 
for the committee for management of in-
fectious diseases in the Balearics, said yes-
terday  that the diagnosed cases of Covid-
19 are only between 15 and 20% of actual 
infections. These, he stated, could cur-
rently be between 3,775 (five times the 
official figure of 755 as of yesterday) and 
5,033. 

Calculations by epidemiologists, he told 
a press conference, provide an idea of the 
real situation with the pandemic, given 
that tests for the virus are only being car-

ried out on those with severe symptoms. 
“Everyone knows” that there are many 
more cases. 

Arranz noted that some 5,000 cases 
equate to only around 0.4% of the popu-
lation of the Balearics (1.17 million). This 
is very far off numbers predicted by 
mathematical models which suggest that 
up to 60% of the population could be in-
fected over time. These models, he added, 
needed to be contrasted with more de-
tailed and real data. The national minis-
try of health, he said, is launching re-

search into providing more accurate, real 
data. 

As for the foreseeable development of 
the pandemic, Arranz stressed that in re-
cent days the increase in cases has 

“slowed down”. By Sunday, two weeks af-
ter the confinement measures were in-
troduced, it should be possible to confirm 
whether the decrease in the rate of 
growth is a consolidated trend.

Battling the coro-
navirus in Balear-
ics.

“Coronavirus cases five times 
greater than official figure”

Palma.—Palma Local Police have arrested three 
people for playing Ludo in a car in the Son Got-
leu neighbourhood of Palma, a clear breach of the 
coronavirus lockdown regulations. 

“Apparently there are those who think ‘you 
cannot leave the house’ means ‘stay in the car and 
play ludo with friends’,” tweeted the Police yes-
terday. Police have received nearly 3,000 com-
plaints and made 18 arrests in the Balearic Islands 
in the first 12 days of the State of Emergency. 

Most of the sanctions imposed by the State Se-
curity Forces and Corps and Palma Local Police, 
were for people walking around the streets for no 
reason, including some who had ignored previ-
ous warnings.

Palma police arrest 
three for playing  Ludo
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