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Spain approves 200 bin
euro aid package for

coronavirus crisis: PM
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Madrid.—Spanish Prime Minister Pedro San-
chez announced yesterday a package of
measures worth a total 200 billion euros
($219 billion), between loans, credit guaran-
tees, benefits and direct aid, to mitigate the
impact of the coronavirus epidemic on the
€Cconomy.

The package represents about 20% of the
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- International Commercial
flights and ships have
been banned from the
BalearicIslands and
| Passengers willnot be
| allowed to disembark

country’s gross domestic product, Sanchez
said in a televised address, adding that the
government would mobilise 117 billion euros
for the package, with the rest to come from
private companies. The measuresinclude 100
billion euros in state-backed credit guaran-
teesand unlimited liquidity lines for compa-
nies
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from planes or boats.
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11 National and Interna-

tional Commercial flights

and ships have been

i banned from the Balearic

Islands and passengers will not be
allowed to disembark from planes or
boats. This latest hike in measures to
combat Covid-19 was announced by
the President of the Government of
the Balearic Islands, Francina Ar-
mengol after a meeting with those
responsible for the islands’ ports and
airports.

The restrictions basically mean
that Balearic air and maritime space
is now closed with a few exceptions
for medical treatment, essential
service work, the departure of for-
eign tourists and the return of Ma-
jorcans who are overseas. The ban
also includes private charters and air
taxis. Francina Armengol confirmed

via Twitter that one daily flight, per
company will be allowed from Ma-
drid.

Barcelona and Valencia to Palma
and one daily flight from Barcelona
and Madrid to Minorca and Ibiza.
There will also be one daily flight
per company in each direction be-
tween Ibiza, Minorca and Majorca.

The Government’s new restric-
tions are mandatory, planes cannot
be completely filled and will have to
fly at a third of their capacity.

Francina Armengol pointed out
that in terms of International
flights, with the current restrictions
“there will be very few” because
they are in full “operation return”
repatriating around 25,000 tourists
from the Balearic Islands.

Balearic airports will make sure
that when tourists are departing

“that there are no accumulations
and large screening areas will be en-
abled.”

The disembarkation of passengers
from regular line ships pleasure
boats, private and rented, is also
banned.

“No passenger may reach the
Balearic Islands by sea,” said Armen-
gol. Shipping companies will be al-
lowed three daily routes for the out-
ward journey and another three for
the return journey between Ibiza
and Formentera and freight truck
drivers will be allowed to disem-
bark.

The ministerial order also allows
the Government to carry out health
controls at ports and airports, to
which all passengers arriving from
abroad will be subjected.

Passengers on the few planes and

ships that are allowed to function
will have to complete a question-
naire which will be used for screen-
ing purposes by Health Profession-
als.

The objective is to ensure that the
people who arrive are in optimal
health and if a problem is detected,
the passenger will be referred to the
health services.

The head of the Regional Execu-
tive insisted that the supply of
goods and materials is “guaranteed”
and thanked the efforts of all the
professionals involved.

Armengol also pointed out that the
Ministerial Order will be published
in the Official State Gazette, or BOE
yesterday and that the new regula-
tions will remain in force for the du-
ration of the State of Emergency in
Spain.



