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GROUNDED
London.— Britain’s big airlines said yester-
day  they would have to ground most of 
their fleets to survive the coronavirus cri-
sis, with easyJet and Virgin - though not 
British Airways - appealing for govern-
ment bailouts to save the industry from 
collapse. 

BA’s parent company IAG said it would 
cut its flying capacity by at least 75% in 
April and May. EasyJet said it could ground 
the majority of its fleet on a rolling basis. 

Virgin Atlantic said it would park up to 
85% of its fleet during April and was ask-
ing staff to take up to eight weeks unpaid 
leave over the next three months to avert 
job losses. 

Shares in British Airways owner IAG 
plunged 27%, while easyJet tumbled 18%. 
IAG’s boss, Willie Walsh, announced he 
was putting off plans to retire. Virgin At-
lantic, owned by Richard Branson and U.S. 
airline Delta, is not listed. 

Britain said it was engaging with aviation 
leaders over support for the industry. 

“HMRC (the UK’s treasury) is ready to 
help all businesses, including airlines, ex-
periencing temporary financial difficulties 
due to coronavirus,” a spokesman for 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson said yester-
day. 

EasyJet called for access to finance to help 
with liquidity crunches, the suspension of 
passenger taxes and air traffic charges, and 
longer relaxation of airport slot rules. 

“European aviation faces a precarious fu-
ture and it is clear that coordinated govern-
ment backing will be required to ensure 
the industry survives,” easyJet’s CEO, Jo-
han Lundgren, said in a statement. 

Virgin Atlantic asked for the government 
to provide up to 7.5 billion pounds in emer-
gency credit facilities, which it said would 
stop credit card processors from withhold-
ing customer payments.

Spain closes down
Palma.— The streets of Spanish cities 
were eerily quiet yesterday, with the si-
lence interrupted by police loudspeakers 
telling people to go home, as Spaniards 
spent their first working day under a lock-
down due to the coronavirus epidemic. 

Spain’s 47 million people have been un-
der partial lockdown since Saturday 
night, allowed to leave their homes only 
to go to work, buy food or visit a phar-
macy or hospital. 

More than 1,000 troops have been de-
ployed in 14 cities across the country to 
help police the lockdown, telling people 

to go home unless they have a good reason 
to be outside. Army specialists sprayed 
disinfectant in train stations. 

“If Spaniards take the measures seri-

ously, we will start seeing results in 
around three or four days,”  health emer-
gency coordinator Fernando Simon told a 
briefing, announcing that the official co-
ronavirus death toll rose to 297 yesterday, 
with 8,744 confirmed cases of infection. 
Spain has the fourth-highest number of 
coronavirus cases in the world behind 
China, Italy and Iran. 

 Major festivals, such as Sevilla’s famed 
Holy Week processions in April, have 
been cancelled. 

Spaniards have nonetheless shown soli-
darity in confronting the epidemic.

London.— The regional leader of 
Spain’s Catalonia, Quim Torra, said 
yesterday that he had tested positive 
for the coronavirus and that he was 
going into self-isolation.
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Madrid.—Spain is to establish controls at land 
borders in a bid to slow down the spreading of 
coronavirus, Interior Minister Fernando 
Grande-Marlaska said. He said the government 
will only allow Spaniards, residents of Spain, 
cross-border workers, diplomats and people 
justifying force majeure into the country.

Spain closes borders


